WEEK 1 // APRIL 24-29 // DISCIPLESHIP STUDY

FAITH AND REPENTANCE || 1 THES 1
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WEEK 2 // APRIL 30-MAY 6 // MAIN GROUP STUDY

A GOSPEL COMMUNITY || 12:1-2
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WEEK 3 // MAY 7-13 // DISCIPLESHIP STUDY

PRAYER|| LUKE 11:1-13
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WEEK 4 // MAY 14-20 // MAIN GROUP STUDY

A DIVERSE COMMUNITY || 12:3-8
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WEEK 5 // MAY 21-27 // DISCIPLESHIP STUDY

DEDICATION || 12:9-10
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Transforming Grace
After finishing over twenty weeks in the gospel of John, it seems fitting that we should
start a series Romans 12. The chapter begins: "therefore, in view of God's mercy." In view
of everything that God has done for us in Christ, in view of Christ's death to atone for our
sins and give us peace with God, in view of Christ's resurrection giving us newness of life,
in view of Christ's Spirit being deposited in us an making us new... this is how we should
live as Christians.

“

Our hope and prayer
is that this series
will provide you with
a vision of church,
and the study of this
chapter will connect
God's mercy with
God's desire for his
church

Transforming Grace is a ten-week series in
Romans 12-16. It's a little bit different to how
we normally do a teaching series, where we
work through a book, week-by-week. This
series will be more focused (some weeks
looking at just one verse) on the practicals of
what God's mercy means for our church. After
all, Romans 12-16 come after 11 chapters that
sweep through theological history, and lands
the plane, instructing the church on how they
should live in light of these great truths.
Our hope and prayer is that this series will
provide you with a vision of church, and
the study of this chapter will connect God's
mercy with God's desire for his church: to be
a distinct, diverse, devoted, zealous, patient,
generous broken, missional, merciful people,
set apart from the world around us, to the
glory of Christ.

"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will."
Romans 12:1-2
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WEEK 1 // APRIL 24-29
DISCIPLESHIP STUDY

FAITH AND REPENTANCE

1 Thessalonians 1:2-10

We always thank God for all of you and continually
mention you in our prayers. We remember before
our God and Father your work produced by faith,
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance
inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God,
that he has chosen you, because our gospel
came to you not simply with words but also with
power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction.
You know how we lived among you for your sake.
You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for
you welcomed the message in the midst of severe
suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.
And so you became a model to all the believers
in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message
rang out from you not only in Macedonia and
Achaia—your faith in God has become known
everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say
anything about it, for they themselves report
what kind of reception you gave us. They tell
how you turned to God from idols to serve the
living and true God, and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus,
who rescues us from the coming wrath.

T R A N S FO R M I N G G R AC E | | W E E K O N E

STUDY QUESTIONS
Repentance in its most simple definition means “to turn”.
How is the language of “turning” in the Thessalonians passage helpful in
understanding repentance from sin and faith in Jesus?
Underneath our sin is an inbedded idolatry. Give a few minutes to consider your
own sin.
What are the imbedded idols which God is calling you to repent of?
Read at Psalm 115. How serious do you consider the impact of idols in our lives?
And how urgent are you at dealing with them?
“ Sometimes we are prone to think of certain sinful habits in our lives as
no big deal. They are only issues to be tolerated, to be put up with. The
Psalmist has a different take on these “issues”. They are hardening our
hearts so we don’t feel as God wants us to feel. They are hardening our
eyes so we don’t hear as we should. Idols are dumbing us down. They are
strangling our faith and stunting our relationship with God. They are to be
destroyed, not tolerated.”
What do you think of this quote?
What are the ways in which the passage demonstrates our God, the one who we
trust, as being far greater than our idols?
What are the times and situations where we are susceptible not to trust God and
turn back to our idols?
Pray for each other...
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

Repenting of our idols and the sin which comes from our false worship
Give thanks that our God is far greater!
Pray for one another to smash the idols
Pray for continued growth in our trust of Jesus.
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WEEK 2 // APRIL 30-MAY 6
MAIN GROUP STUDY

A GOSPEL COMMUNITY
Romans 12:1-2
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and
sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God—this is
your true and proper worship. Do
not conform to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what
God’s will is—his good, pleasing
and perfect will.

T R A N S FO R M I N G G R AC E | | W E E K TWO

STUDY QUESTIONS
How is the church made visible? How might your non-Christian neighbours answer
that question?
Read Romans 12:1-2
“In view of God’s mercy …”
Break up into groups of 3-4. Designate a different passage to each group: Romans 1-4,
5-8, and 9-11. Have each group answer the question “How is the mercy of God shown
in these chapters?” Come back together and make a list of God’s mercies from Rom.111.
How can our gospel community help each other keep God’s mercy in view this week?
What practices, phrases, or prayers could and/or should become part of our daily
rhythm?
How might our day be different if we kept God’s mercy in full view at all times? What
do we lose in our gospel community when we lose sight of God’s mercy?
“Present your bodies as a living sacriﬁce, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your true and proper worship.”
In what way does how we worship acknowledge the worth and value of who or what
we worship?
Read Hebrews 10:24-25, Hebrews 13:15-16 and Colossians 3:16. How do these verses
reﬂect the nature of our worship of God?
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.”
What is the pattern of this world?
Give solid real life examples of how God has renewed your mind and reshaped your
life to live in a way that is pleasing to God.
In what ways does your gospel community reﬂect the truth that the church is not a
place, but a people – a community that is continually being reformed and renewed by
the transforming power of the gospel (Colossians 1:6)?
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WEEK 3 // MAY 7-13
DISCIPLESHIP STUDY

PRAYER
Luke 11:1-13
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us
to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
He said to them, “When you pray, say:
“‘Father, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.’”
Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and
you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three
loaves of bread; a friend of mine on a journey has come
to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ And suppose the
one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already
locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up
and give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not
get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet
because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up
and give you as much as you need.
“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds;
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give
him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him
a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him!”

T R A N S FO R M I N G G R AC E | | W E E K T H R E E

STUDY QUESTIONS
Read Luke 11:1-13
What “needs” do you go to God in prayer for?
What needs does this passage highlight as essential reasons for prayer?
What are our sinful heart attitudes or ways we think of the character of God which stop
us from praying to him?
This passage does not use the tone of high prayer performance from God’s children as
an incentive to pray.
What incentives to pray are there?
How will God’s generosity goodness shape the way (words?, topics?, needs?) you
approach him in prayer?
Some quotes from "You Can Pray" by Tim Chester
"Prayer is a child asking her father for help-nothing more, nothing less." (pg. 16).
"The Father will no more reject our prayers than he will reject the prayers of his
own Son, Jesus." (pg. 17).
"When we pray, we need to believe that God is a gracious Father who delights to
hear our prayers and a sovereign Father who can answer our prayers." (pg. 21).
"True faith trusts our sovereign Father and trusts that he will do what is best" (pg.
22).
"There is nothing we can do to make our prayers more effective before God. Our
prayers are only effective and wholly effective through Christ's work" (pg. 36).
"Prayer is the embodiment or outworking of the gospel." (pg. 46).
"Prayer is easy. All the hard work was done by Jesus at the cross." (pg. 54).
"We don't pray because we don't really believe one or both of these two truths:
that God is powerful and that God is loving." (pg. 56).
"We don't enjoy prayer because we misunderstand what it is." (pg. 58).
"God is not working on our timescales. He has all the time in the world." (pg. 93).
Don Carson says, "Much Praying is not done because we don't plan to pray" (pg.
109).
Which quotes do you find encouraging, challenging or compelling? Why?
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WEEK 4 // MAY 14-20
MAIN GROUP STUDY

A DIVERSE COMMUNITY

Romans 12:3-8

For by the grace given me I say to every one
of you: Do not think of yourself more highly
than you ought, but rather think of yourself with
sober judgment, in accordance with the faith
God has distributed to each of you. For just as
each of us has one body with many members,
and these members do not all have the same
function, so in Christ we, though many, form
one body, and each member belongs to all
the others. We have different gifts, according
to the grace given to each of us. If your gift
is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance
with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is
teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then
give encouragement; if it is giving, then give
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is
to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

T R A N S FO R M I N G G R AC E | | W E E K FO U R

STUDY QUESTIONS
What kind of people do you love having in the church? What kind of people of people
do you wish would go and join some other church and leave you alone?
Read Romans 12:3-8
How does Romans 12:3-8 encourage and celebrate diversity in maturity and gifts in the
local church?
“Your achievement is my achievement. Your pain is my pain. Your problem is also my
problem.” How does thinking of the church as “we” and not “I” impact the way we
treat one another? How have you experienced this in action?
In v.4-6 Paul says the church is like a human body. Each part has a different part to play.
This means we need each other. What one person contributes will be different from
what someone else contributes. It also means we need everyone. The gifts of others
are not better, just different. On paper that is so easy to say but so difficult to maintain.
Why do you think that is so? How can we bring these truths into to the very fabric of
our DNA as a community?
Generosity. Diligence. Cheerfulness. Think about those three adverbs for a moment.
Are you serving the church generously, diligently and cheerfully?
Look at Romans 15:5-7. What happens when instead of insisting on our rights or our
opinions, we accept one another and build one another up?
What happens if we follow Christ’s example and give ourselves to serve others?
How can this help us overcome differences in opinion, race, personality and preference
and the call for people to fall in behind us?
Imagine what would happen if, instead of ignoring or suppressing differences, you
celebrated the differences in your gospel community. What might that look like?

page 11

WEEK 5 // MAY 21-27
DISCIPLESHIP STUDY

DEDICATION
Romans 12:9-10
Love must be sincere.
Hate what is evil; cling to
what is good. Be devoted
to one another in love.
Honor
one
another
above yourselves.

T R A N S FO R M I N G G R AC E | | W E E K F I V E

STUDY QUESTIONS
Talk about a time when you have experienced what you might describe as real or
genuine love? How would you describe it?
What does genuine or real love look like? What does it not look like?
“Hate what is evil. Cling to what is good.” As part of a Christian community, in what
ways do we love what is evil and hold loosely to what is good? In what ways do we
compromise what is good in order to achieve community?
“Good love means our love for one another is not going to be indulgent.
Our gospel community’s devotion to one another is not going to result in
bland acceptance; a kind of ‘I’m alright, you’re alright’, mutual appreciation.
It is going to involve being prepared to challenge one another, and initiate
awkward conversations. Good love for one another has an agenda, and that
agenda is that we might be tools in our Father’s hands, that he would use us to
make one another more like Jesus, and to enjoy him more and more. That also
means that our gospel communities are going to be devoted to one another’s
purity and godliness. Sometimes the loving thing to do is say something very
difficult to a person. We might have to say to someone that they’re heading
towards destruction, so the warning might have to be really stark. But that
will only happen in a community of good love, not compromised love.”
Porterbrook Training
What do you think of this understanding of good love? Have you ever been given or
received this kind of “good” love before? What happened?
Is your love for one another bland and without any agenda for change into Christ
likeness? If so, it’s fundamentally empty and insincere. Take a minute to pray that God
would begin to transform your gospel community into a sincere, honest, loving and
open community.
“Show family affection to one another with brotherly love.” (HCSB) What are some of
the key elements of what a family should be like? In what ways has it not been for you?
In practical and specific ways what does being “devoted to one another in brotherly
love look like” (NIV) in our community?
“Honour one another above yourselves.” (NIV) “Outdo one another in showing
honour.” (HCSB) What does self giving and not self promoting love look like? How
does this kind of love protect us from giving up on one another and running people
down for not looking out for us enough?
In view of God’s mercy….how does God demonstrate His love for us (Romans 5:8)?
How does the demonstration of God’s love empower us to love one another?
Memorize and pray 1 Thessalonians 3:12 for one another:
“May the Lord make your love increase and overﬂow for each other and for everyone
else,just as ours does for you. May he strengthen our hearts so that we will be
blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes
with all his holy ones."
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