


WEEK 8

THE CHRIST || 7:1-52

WEEK 9

I AM || 8:12-59

WEEK 7

GOD'S MISSION IN JOHN 

PAGE 8

PAGE 6

PAGE 4



Unveiled
The author of this Gospel is generally agreed to be John the Apostle of Jesus – although he refers 
to himself in this Gospel as “the disciple that Jesus loved” (John 13:23-25, 19:26-27, 20:1-10, 21:1-
25). It was most likely written between 80-85 AD, but there's a bit of debate about this.

John's gospel is written differently to the others (the synoptics – Matthew, Mark and Luke). Where 
the other Gospels focus on Jesus' ministry in Galilee, John’s Gospel talks nearly entirely on Jesus 
ministry in Judea. The book is primarily written to proselyte Jews--non-Israelites--who want to 
share in the religion of the Jewish people. The purpose of John’s Gospel is stated by John (20:30-
31). It’s “written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name.”

In this series, we'll be showing how Jesus unveils God 
to us; how the God whom no one has ever seen has 
revealed himself, finally, in his Son. 

There are many different ways that Jesus unveils his 
Messianic role, and the Father's character, to us, which 
we'll be working through week-by-week. In typical 
John-style, this is done through many common but 
cosmic concepts threaded thoughout the book, such as 
water, bread, light and life.

This duality of common and cosmic can be seen through the first 12 chapters. You might notice 
a pattern in them: Jesus performs a sign, and/or speaks in a metaphorical way about a spiritual 
reality (his heavenly origin, his identity, the eternal life he offers), and his listeners misunderstand 
him by taking his words in a literal sense. But all the while, he is showing the world who he is: the 
Christ, the Son of God. This illustrates one of the book's opening verses: "the world was created 
through Him, yet the world did not recognize Him" (1:10).

John is concerned to demonstrate who Jesus is, to explain the salvation that he has come to give 
and to demonstrate that in him the eschatological age has dawned. Jesus is the fulfilment of the 
entire sweep of the Old Testament, “He is the new temple, the one of whom Moses wrote, the true 
bread from heaven, the true Son, the genuine vine, the tabernacle, the serpent in the wilderness, 
the passover” (Carson). Jesus has brought in the last times, the age of fulfilment – the Spirit has 
been given and eternal life is available now.
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In typical John-
style, this is done 
through many 
common but cosmic 
concepts threaded 
thoughout the book.

“

Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) is used in these studies.
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers, Nashville Tennessee. All rights re-
served.
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As the Father 
has sent me, 
I also send 
you.

“
WEEK 7

GOD'S MISSION 
IN JOHN



Spend a few moments writing down your definition of “mission.” Share your 
definitions with the group.

Why is “mission” sometimes so difficult to define? 

How does Dubose’s explanation of “being sent” help us understand “mission”? 

“No matter how the word [sent] is used the word always has a threefold 
idea 1) an intelligent sending source 2) a sending agent or medium 3) a 
sending purpose. The language and idea of the sending conveys what 
the language and idea of mission convey. A mission always has a source, a 
medium and a purpose.”                                                          

                                                                                                                       
How do we see intentionality and movement in these verses? 

John 1:9-14 
John 3:16
John 6:38 
John 7:18 

Where do we need more intentionality and movement in our mission as 
individuals, as a group and as a church?  

Do these aspects of our sending encourage, discourage or challenge you? 

5:23; 7:18    to bring glory to the sender
4:34;5:30,38; 6:38-39  to do the sender’s will
3:34; 7:16    speak the sender’s words 
5:36;7:28     be accountable to the sender, 
    bear witness to the sender
12:44-45; 13:20    represent Him faithfully 
5:21-27; 13;3; 17:2; 20:23  exercise delegated authority 
7:29;15:21; 17:8    know the sender intimately 
8:16,18,29; 16:32   live in a close relationship with the sender 
13:16     follow the sender’s example 

How does the Father’s delight in His Son and His desire to share that delight with 
the world motivate us in mission? 

In what ways do you think our commitment to self dams up God’s love in our 
lives and the church? 

What does John promise God will do when we confess our sin to Him? (1 John 
1:9)

How can we delight more in Jesus? How can we put ourselves more and more in 
the sunshine of God’s love? 
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STUDY QUESTIONS



Others said 
'This is the 
Christ!'

“
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Big idea: Jesus is sent from God, bringing the teaching of the Father, and re-
vealing it as the Father wills. His human birth and origin confuse those who 
are biologically and spiritually related to him, who should recognise him as 
the Christ. 

Read 7:1-52

How do you think Jesus’ brothers could have grown beside him for 30 years 
and not known who he was? (verse 5)

In verse 8 Jesus says he won’t go to the feast and in verse 10 he does. What 
do you think of this?

Where did verse 19 come from? What do Moses and the Law have to do 
with anything?

It seems the issue of Jesus healing on the Sabbath (from 5:8-11) is still being 
batted around by the Jewish people. What is Jesus’ answer to it in verses 
21-24?

Who is in control of the situation, from verses 30-33?

Jewish traditions connected the eighth day (v. 37: “the last day”) of the 
Feast of Booths with great joy in the light of God’s faithful provision of rain, 
and “they also interpreted the day as a festive anticipation of God’s prom-
ises to pour out spiritual rains in the Messianic age” (Carson). How might 
this effect the way the Jewish people and Pharisees heard Jesus’ words in v. 
37-38?

Verses 40-52 contain various grumblings about Jesus. What are the main 
reasons that the crowd and the Pharisees think that Jesus can’t be the 
Christ?

Jesus was born in Bethlehem (contrary to verse 42), and prophets were born 
in Galilee (Jonah and Nahum—contrary to verse 52). What do you think 
these misunderstandings are meant to tell us about the attitudes of the 
crowd?

Are the opinions about Jesus in this chapter still expressed today, and in 
what way?

Based on Jesus' example, what should our response be to such reactions?

If asked who Jesus is, I would respond _______________________________. 
 

U N V E I L E D  | |  W E E K  E I G H T—T H E  C H R I S T

STUDY QUESTIONS

Leviticus 23:42-44 You are to live 
in booths for seven days. All the 
native-born of Israel must live in 
booths, so that your generations 
may know that I made the Israelites 
live in booths when I brought them 
out of the land of Egypt; I am Yah-
weh your God.” So Moses declared 
the Lord’s appointed times to the 
Israelites.

Isaiah 55:1 Come, everyone who is 
thirsty, come to the waters; and you 
without money, come, buy, and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without cost!

Zechariah 14:16-17 Then all the 
survivors from the nations that 
came against Jerusalem will go up 
year after year to worship the King, 
the Lord of Hosts, and to celebrate 
the Festival of Booths. Should any 
of the families of the earth not go 
up to Jerusalem to worship the 
King, the Lord of Hosts, rain will not 
fall on them.

OLD 
TESTAMENT



Before 
Abraham 
was, I am.

“
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I AM
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Big idea: Jesus is the eternal Son of God, who gives the light of freedom to 
those who believe in him. 

Read John 8:12-8:59

What do you think it means for Jesus to be the light of the world? 

The 7 metaphorical “I AM” statements in John.
 1. I am the bread of life (6:35, 48, 51)
 2. I am the light of the world (8:12, 9:5)
 3. I am the door of the sheep (10:7, 9)
 4. I am the good shepherd (10:11, 14)
 5. I am the resurrection and the life (11:25)
 6. I am the way, the truth, and the life (14:6)
 7. I am the true vine (15:1)

Read Exodus 3:14 and Isaiah 41:4. How might they shape the “I AM” 
statements Jesus makes in verses 12 and 58?

Jesus is speaking to the people who are going to kill him. How can he 
say that they will “seek him” after he has “gone away” (died)? What 
might that mean? (verse 21)

In verse 15 Jesus says “I judge no one,” but in verse 26 he says “ I have 
much to judge.” How do these two statements hold together?

The Pharisees are still struggling with Jesus’ words in 5:31 (“If I alone 
bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true”) in verse 13. What 
are they failing to grasp?

What does Jesus consider the true sign of being descended from Abra-
ham, and from God? 

How does Jesus free people from slavery to sin?

Jesus always did what was pleasing to his Father (v. 29). Our wills are 
aligned with the desires of our Father, either with God or with the devil (v. 
44). If we believe in Jesus, we know God, and our will becomes aligned 
with God, our Father; what is pleasing to Him becomes pleasing to us. 

How has the light of Jesus overcome the darkness that used to consume 
your life? How has the light of Christ changed you? 

Since Jesus is the eternal Son of God, who brings the light of the world, 
how can you reflect his light as you live your life this week?

U N V E I L E D  | |  W E E K  N I N E — I  A M

STUDY QUESTIONS

Isaiah 49:6 He says, “It is not 
enough for you to be My Servant 
raising up the tribes of Jacob and 
restoring the protected ones of 
Israel. I will also make you a light 
for the nations, to be My salvation 
to the ends of the earth.”

Exodus 3:14 God replied to Mo-
ses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what 
you are to say to the Israelites: I AM 
has sent me to you.”

Isaiah 41:4 Who has performed 
and done this, calling the gen-
erations from the beginning? I, 
Yahweh, am the first, and with the 
last—I am He.”

Leviticus 24:16 Whoever blas-
phemes the name of Yahweh is 
to be put to death; the whole 
community must stone him. If he 
blasphemes the Name, he is to be 
put to death, whether the foreign 
resident or the native.

OLD 
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