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READING THE BIBLE
Because Jesus is the centre of the Bible, we read everything through the lens of 
his life, death and resurrection. If all God’s words point to Jesus then we have to 
see Christ before we can see ourselves. 

UNDERSTANDING

Because “everything written... in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms” (Luke 
24:44) is about Jesus, we can’t expect that the Bible would speak primarily to us. 

Because the Bible was written to an original audience, we need to understand what it was 
saying to them. And because all of scripture is speaking of Jesus, we need to understand why, 
and in that we can see how the passage speaks to us.

What is this passage saying to its original readers? How is this passage speaking of Jesus? 
What is this passage saying to Christians today?

KNOWING IT, FEELING IT

Because we might want to connect with God and know Him better we could want everything 
He says to be immediately relevant to our lives. But the Bible is about God. The wonder of the 
gospel is that, by grace through faith, we are “in Christ,” as the New Testament often puts it. 
And if we are “in Christ” we have received every spiritual blessing that Jesus received (Eph.1:3). 

Because the Bible is all about Jesus, and because those who believe in him are “in Christ,” 
the most powerful truths of reading the Bible come from seeing how the words are speaking 
of Jesus. 

A LITTLE HELP FROM YOUR FRIENDS

There are many confronting, many culturally-offensive and many confusing parts in the Bible. 
Even Peter, one of the writers of the Bible, considers Paul, another writer of the Bible to be 
“hard to understand” (2 Peter 3:16). That’s why God gives us His Spirit and a community. Ask-
ing God and asking those who have been around the Bible for a bit longer, and have maybe 
thought through and wrestled with these questions as well, is invaluable when trying to grow 
in your understanding.



BACKGROUND
WHO WROTE ACTS?
Acts is the second part of a two part record that Luke the Physician (Col 4:14) wrote, the 
first being what we know as the Gospel of Luke (Luke 1:1-4).  Whereas for the Gospel 
Luke interviewed eyewitnesses to build an account of what happened, Acts is a com-
bination of both his research and his personal experience, as can be seen when the 
narrative changes from third person to first person in Acts 16:10.

WHY & WHEN WAS IT WRITTEN?
At the start of both his record of Jesus’ life, and the life of the early Church, Luke in-
dicates that he’s writing this for someone named Theophilus (Luke 1:3, Acts 1:1).  We 
don’t learn much more about Theophilus, but it seems like Theophilus sponsored Luke 
to research & record Jesus’ life, and the effects of his resurrection on those who wit-
nessed it and then those who heard about it.  It’s hard to know exactly when it was writ-
ten, but because there’s no reference to the destruction of the Jewish temple (70AD), 
it’s most likely that the Gospel of Luke was finished and sent to Theophilus sometime 
after  AD 61, and what we have as Acts not long after that.  It’s hard to know, but what 
we can be certain of is that Luke did his research with those who saw the risen Jesus 
with their own eyes.

WHAT’S ACTS ABOUT?
In short, Acts is about what Jesus continued to do after his ascension.  It records the 
expansion of the early church from Jersualem, to Samaria and right into the heart of 
Rome.  While there are probably many reasons Luke wrote Acts, from the material he 
included it seems clear that Luke was keen for everyone to know that this Jewish Mes-
siah is not just for Israel, but is the Saviour of the whole world.  It’s a book about the 
first witnesses to the resurrected Saviour and how through God’s Spirit those witnesses 
took the Gospel right into the heart of the most powerful empire the world had known.  
The world was being reshaped around Jesus.

A NOTE ABOUT READING ACTS
You’ll notice as you read Acts that there’s a regular occurrence of miraculous events. 
We’ll take a few weeks to deal with some of the questions that arise out of this, but it’s 
worth noting at the start that Acts is a book that isn’t prescriptive about the Christian 
life or church, but descriptive.  For more information on this, and lots more about Acts, 
check out the articles on the Village Church website at vc.org.au/acts



5





7



Study One: Witnesses

ACTS 1:1–26
1:1 I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, about all that Je-
sus began to do and teach 2 until the day He was taken 
up, after He had given orders through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles He had chosen. 3 After He had suffered, He also 
presented Himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during 40 days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God.

4 While He was together with them, He commanded them 
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the Father’s promise. 
“This,” He said, “is what you heard from Me; 5 for John bap-
tized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, 
are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?”

7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or periods 
that the Father has set by His own authority. 8 But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and 
you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9 After He had said this, He was taken up as they were 
watching, and a cloud took Him out of their sight. 10 While 
He was going, they were gazing into heaven, and suddenly 
two men in white clothes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men 
of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way that you have seen Him going into heaven.”

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
the Mount of Olives, which is near Jerusalem—a Sabbath 
day’s journey away. 13 When they arrived, they went to the 
room upstairs where they were staying:

Peter, John,
James, Andrew,
Philip, Thomas,
Bartholomew, Matthew,
James the son of Alphaeus,
Simon the Zealot,
and Judas the son of James.
14 All these were continually united in prayer, along with 
the women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, and His 
brothers.

15 During these days Peter stood up among the brothers—
the number of people who were together was about 120—
and said: 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled that 
the Holy Spirit through the mouth of David spoke in advance 
about Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested 

vc.org.au

1: Luke and Acts were originally 
one book, so Acts gives a quick 
recap before continuing to where 
the other Gospels didn’t go: Jesus’ 
giving of the Holy Spirit and the 
apostles’ preaching of the gospel. 

12: The Mount of Olives was where 
Jesus prayed (“as was his custom”, 
Luke 22:39). The last time Jesus 
prayed there he asked his disciples 
to pray that they “might not enter 
into temptation”, but instead he 
found them asleep. It was fitting 
that the apostles travelled from 
there to the first church’s prayer 
meeting.
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Jesus. 17 For he was one of our number and was allotted a 
share in this ministry.” 18 Now this man acquired a field with 
his unrighteous wages. He fell headfirst and burst open in 
the middle, and all his insides spilled out. 19 This became 
known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that in their own 
language that field is called Hakeldama (that is, Field of 
Blood). 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms:

Let his dwelling become desolate;
let no one live in it; and
Let someone else take his position.
21 “Therefore, from among the men who have accompanied 
us during the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us— 22 beginning from the baptism of John until 
the day He was taken up from us—from among these, it is 
necessary that one become a witness with us of His resur-
rection.”

23 So they proposed two: Joseph, called Barsabbas, who 
was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they 
prayed, “You, Lord, know the hearts of all; show which of 
these two You have chosen 25 to take the place in this ap-
ostolic service that Judas left to go to his own place.” 26 
Then they cast lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias. So 
he was numbered with the 11 apostles.
sa consectetur porta.

23-25: The twelve apostles aligned 
with the twelve tribes of Israel, il-
lustrating the way God’s kingdom 
would grow under the new cov-
enant. Though these twelve were 
chosen, others (Paul, Barnabus, 
James) would later become apos-
tles. But never again would the 
apostles be replaced.



vc.org.au

2:1 When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all together 
in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like that of a violent rushing wind 
came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were 
staying. 3 And tongues, like flames of fire that were divided, ap-
peared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 Then they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different lan-
guages, as the Spirit gave them ability for speech.

5 There were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every na-
tion under heaven. 6 When this sound occurred, a crowd came to-
gether and was confused because each one heard them speaking 
in his own language. 7 And they were astounded and amazed, say-
ing, “Look, aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 How is it 
that each of us can hear in our own native language? 9 Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites; those who live in Mesopotamia, in Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking 
the magnificent acts of God in our own languages.” 12 They were 
all astounded and perplexed, saying to one another, “What could 
this be?” 13 But some sneered and said, “They’re full of new wine!”

14 But Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and pro-
claimed to them: “Men of Judah and all you residents of Jerusalem, 
let me explain this to you and pay attention to my words. 15 For 
these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it’s only nine in 
the morning. 16 On the contrary, this is what was spoken through 
the prophet Joel:

17 And it will be in the last days, says God,
that I will pour out My Spirit on all humanity;
then your sons and your daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
and your old men will dream dreams.
18 I will even pour out My Spirit
on My male and female slaves in those days,
and they will prophesy.
19 I will display wonders in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below:
blood and fire and a cloud of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the great and remarkable Day of the Lord comes.
21 Then everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.

22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: This Jesus the Nazarene 
was a man pointed out to you by God with miracles, wonders, 
and signs that God did among you through Him, just as you your-
selves know. 23 Though He was delivered up according to God’s 
determined plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless people to 
nail Him to a cross and kill Him. 24 God raised Him up, ending the 
pains of death, because it was not possible for Him to be held by 
it.25 For David says of Him: 

I saw the Lord ever before me;

ACTS 2:1–47
Study Two: Pentecost

3: These flaming tongues are 
a pen-stroke in the unwriting 
of the effects of sin. The cha-
otic curse after the tower of 
Babel fell. 

14: Peter’s speech fulfils sev-
eral functions in Luke’s story. 
Most notably, Joel’s prophecy 
is used to expain that this is a 
fulfillment of what was prom-
ised by God long ago and 
confirmed in recent time by 
John the Baptist and Jesus (cf.  
1:4-5). 
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because He is at my right hand,
I will not be shaken.
26 Therefore my heart was glad,
and my tongue rejoiced.
Moreover, my flesh will rest in hope,
27 because You will not leave me in Hades
or allow Your Holy One to see decay.
28 You have revealed the paths of life to me;
You will fill me with gladness
in Your presence.
29 “Brothers, I can confidently speak to you about the patri-
arch David: He is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with 
us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God 
had sworn an oath to him to seat one of his descendants on 
his throne. 31 Seeing this in advance, he spoke concerning the 
resurrection of the Messiah:

He was not left in Hades,
and His flesh did not experience decay.
32 “God has resurrected this Jesus. We are all witnesses of this. 
33 Therefore, since He has been exalted to the right hand of God 
and has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit, He 
has poured out what you both see and hear. 34 For it was not 
David who ascended into the heavens, but he himself says:

The Lord declared to my Lord,
‘Sit at My right hand
35 until I make Your enemies Your footstool.’
36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that 
God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Messiah!”

37 When they heard this, they came under deep conviction and 
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: “Brothers, what must 
we do?”

38 “Repent,” Peter said to them, “and be baptized, each of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is 
for you and for your children, and for all who are far off, as many 
as the Lord our God will call.” 40 And with many other words he 
testified and strongly urged them, saying, “Be saved from this 
corrupt generation!”

41 So those who accepted his message were baptized, and 
that day about 3,000 people were added to them. 42 And they 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread, and to the prayers.

43 Then fear came over everyone, and many wonders and signs 
were being performed through the apostles. 44 Now all the 
believers were together and held all things in common. 45 They 
sold their possessions and property and distributed the pro-
ceeds to all, as anyone had a need. 46 Every day they devoted 
themselves to meeting together in the temple complex, and 
broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with a joy-
ful and humble attitude, 47 praising God and having favor with 
all the people. And every day the Lord added to them those who 
were being saved.

37: Peter’s speech not only in-
terprets what has happened; 
it causes something to hap-
pen. The audience makes a 
shattering discovery and is 
moved to repentance in large 
numbers.

31: David may have been the 
messiah (anointed one) of 
the Old Testament, but he is 
dead and buried (v. 29). But 
death couldn’t hold the true 
messiah, Jesus. Peter quotes 
Psalm 16, one of the clearest 
allusions to resurrection in 
the Old Testament, to show 
God’s plans in Christ emerg-
ing, even to David.
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3:1 Now Peter and John were going up together to the temple complex at the 
hour of prayer at three in the afternoon. 2 And a man who was lame from birth 
was carried there and placed every day at the temple gate called Beautiful, so he 
could beg from those entering the temple complex. 3 When he saw Peter and John 
about to enter the temple complex, he asked for help. 4 Peter, along with John, 
looked at him intently and said, “Look at us.” 5 So he turned to them, expecting to 
get something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I don’t have silver or gold, but what 
I have, I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!” 
7 Then, taking him by the right hand he raised him up, and at once his feet and 
ankles became strong. 8 So he jumped up, stood, and started to walk, and he en-
tered the temple complex with them—walking, leaping, and praising God. 9 All the 
people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and they recognized that he was the 
one who used to sit and beg at the Beautiful Gate of the temple complex. So they 
were filled with awe and astonishment at what had happened to him.

11 While he was holding on to Peter and John, all the people, greatly amazed, ran 
toward them in what is called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he 
addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this? Or why do you 
stare at us, as though we had made him walk by our own power or godliness? 13 
The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His 
Servant Jesus, whom you handed over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when 
he had decided to release Him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One 
and asked to have a murderer given to you. 15 You killed the source of life, whom 
God raised from the dead; we are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in His name, His 
name has made this man strong, whom you see and know. So the faith that comes 
through Him has given him this perfect health in front of all of you.

17 “And now, brothers, I know that you did it in ignorance, just as your leaders also 
did. 18 But what God predicted through the mouth of all the prophets—that His 
Messiah would suffer—He has fulfilled in this way. 19 Therefore repent and turn 
back, so that your sins may be wiped out, that seasons of refreshing may come 
from the presence of the Lord, 20 and that He may send Jesus, who has been 
appointed for you as the Messiah. 21 Heaven must welcome Him until the times 
of the restoration of all things, which God spoke about by the mouth of His holy 
prophets from the beginning. 22 Moses said:

The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your broth-
ers. You must listen to Him in everything He will say to you. 23 And everyone who 
will not listen to that Prophet will be completely cut off from the people.

24 “In addition, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those after 
him, have also announced these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of 
the covenant that God made with your ancestors, saying to Abraham, And all the 
families of the earth will be blessed through your offspring. 26 God raised up His 
Servant and sent Him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your 
evil ways.”

4:1 Now as they were speaking to the people, the priests, the commander of the 
temple police, and the Sadducees confronted them, 2 because they were pro-
voked that they were teaching the people and proclaiming the resurrection from 
the dead, using Jesus as the example. 3 So they seized them and put them in 
custody until the next day, since it was already evening. 4 But many of those who 
heard the message believed, and the number of the men came to about 5,000.

5 The next day, their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem 6 with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John and Alexander, and all the members of 
the high-priestly family. 7 After they had Peter and John stand before them, they 
asked the question: “By what power or in what name have you done this?”

8 Then Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders: 9 If we are being examined today about a good deed done to 

ACTS 3:1–4:35

1-10: On one of their daily 
visits to the temple, Peter 
and John brought healing to 
a man crippled from birth. 
Although a later passage re-
peats that ‘the apostles per-
formed many mircaulous 
signs and wonders among 
the people’ (5:12), the heal-
ing in 3:1-10 is the only de-
tailed account of such activ-
ity in Jerusalem. The story 
stresses the suddenness and 
completeness of the cure, to-
gether with the wonder and 
amazement of the bystand-
ers. 

Study Three: No Other Name 

4:2: The apostles emerge as 
the leaders of a renewed Is-
rael, whose ministry is pro-
foundly threatening to Israel’s 
old religious leaders. Through 
the apostles, the significance 
of Jesus continues to be pro-
claimed and many more be-
lieve – but persecution is al-
ways right around the corner.
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a disabled man—by what means he was healed— 10 let it be known to all 
of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the 
Nazarene—whom you crucified and whom God raised from the dead—by 
Him this man is standing here before you healthy. 11 This Jesus is

the stone rejected by you builders,
which has become the cornerstone.
12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to people, and we must be saved by it.”

13 When they observed the boldness of Peter and John and realized 
that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed and 
recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 And since they saw the 
man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say 
in response. 15 After they had ordered them to leave the Sanhedrin, they 
conferred among themselves, 16 saying, “What should we do with these 
men? For an obvious sign, evident to all who live in Jerusalem, has been 
done through them, and we cannot deny it! 17 However, so this does not 
spread any further among the people, let’s threaten them against speak-
ing to anyone in this name again.” 18 So they called for them and ordered 
them not to preach or teach at all in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it’s right in the sight of 
God for us to listen to you rather than to God, you decide; 20 for we are 
unable to stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

21 After threatening them further, they released them. They found no way 
to punish them, because the people were all giving glory to God over 
what had been done; 22 for this sign of healing had been performed on a 
man over 40 years old.

23 After they were released, they went to their own people and reported 
everything the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When 
they heard this, they all raised their voices to God and said, “Master, You 
are the One who made the heaven, the earth, and the sea, and everything 
in them. 25 You said through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our father 
David Your servant:

Why did the Gentiles rage
and the peoples plot futile things?
26 The kings of the earth took their stand
and the rulers assembled together
against the Lord and against His Messiah.

27 “For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel, assembled together against Your holy 
Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, 28 to do whatever Your hand and 
Your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, consider their 
threats, and grant that Your slaves may speak Your message with com-
plete boldness, 30 while You stretch out Your hand for healing, signs, and 
wonders to be performed through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 
31 When they had prayed, the place where they were assembled was 
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
God’s message with boldness.

32 Now the large group of those who believed were of one heart and 
mind, and no one said that any of his possessions was his own, but 
instead they held everything in common. 33 And the apostles were giving 
testimony with great power to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was on all of them. 34 For there was not a needy person 
among them, because all those who owned lands or houses sold them, 
brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at the 
apostles’ feet. This was then distributed for each person’s basic needs.

31-35: Once more Luke fo-
cuses attention on the cor-
porate life of the new com-
munity. The fellowship of 
believers in prayer and their 
care for one another shows 
that they are the true house-
hold of God. This is confirmed 
by the powerful presence of 
the Holy Spirit in their midst.
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36 Joseph, a Levite and a Cypriot by birth, the one the apostles 
called Barnabas, which is translated Son of Encouragement, 37 sold 
a field he owned, brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

5:1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of 
property. 2 However, he kept back part of the proceeds with his wife’s 
knowledge, and brought a portion of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to 
the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the proceeds from the field? 4 
Wasn’t it yours while you possessed it? And after it was sold, wasn’t 
it at your disposal? Why is it that you planned this thing in your heart? 
You have not lied to men but to God!” 5 When he heard these words, 
Ananias dropped dead, and a great fear came on all who heard. 6 The 
young men got up, wrapped his body, carried him out, and buried 
him.

7 There was an interval of about three hours; then his wife came in, 
not knowing what had happened. 8 “Tell me,” Peter asked her, “did 
you sell the field for this price?”

“Yes,” she said, “for that price.”

9 Then Peter said to her, “Why did you agree to test the Spirit of the 
Lord? Look! The feet of those who have buried your husband are at 
the door, and they will carry you out!”

10 Instantly she dropped dead at his feet. When the young men came 
in, they found her dead, carried her out, and buried her beside her 
husband. 11 Then great fear came on the whole church and on all 
who heard these things.

12 Many signs and wonders were being done among the people 
through the hands of the apostles. By common consent they would 
all meet in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 None of the rest dared to join 
them, but the people praised them highly. 14 Believers were added to 
the Lord in increasing numbers—crowds of both men and women. 15 
As a result, they would carry the sick out into the streets and lay them 
on cots and mats so that when Peter came by, at least his shadow 
might fall on some of them. 16 In addition, a large group came to-
gether from the towns surrounding Jerusalem, bringing sick people 
and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all 
healed.

17 Then the high priest took action. He and all his colleagues, those 
who belonged to the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jeal-
ousy. 18 So they arrested the apostles and put them in the city jail. 19 
But an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail during the night, 
brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple complex, 
and tell the people all about this life.” 21 In obedience to this, they 
entered the temple complex at daybreak and began to teach.

When the high priest and those who were with him arrived, they 

ACTS 4:36–5:42
Study Four: Fear God 

5:5: Scary, huh? Peter’s Spirit-
inspired words laid bare the 
attitude and action of Ana-
nias and condemned him 
before God and His people. 
What’s surprising is that the 
sentence of God fell immedi-
ately upon Ananias, without 
any chance for repentance. 
Such an outcome shows how 
seriously God regards any-
thing that mars the holiness 
of His church and acts as a 
precursor for the final judge-
ment of God.

13-14: Even though the apos-
tles were highly praised by 
the people, no one else dared 
to join them. The more gen-
eral sense of ‘approach’ suits 
the context best. Luke’s point 
is that fear caused by the ac-
tivity of the apostles actu-
ally kept others from drawing 
near to them. Yet v.14 makes 
it clear that believers were 
added to the Lord in increas-
ing numbers. On the one 
hand, there was awestruck 
reserve, on the other, great 
missionary success.  
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convened the Sanhedrin—the full Senate of the sons of Israel—
and sent orders to the jail to have them brought. 22 But when 
the temple police got there, they did not find them in the jail, 
so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the jail securely 
locked, with the guards standing in front of the doors, but when 
we opened them, we found no one inside!” 24 As the com-
mander of the temple police and the chief priests heard these 
things, they were baffled about them, as to what could come of 
this.

25 Someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men you 
put in jail are standing in the temple complex and teaching the 
people.” 26 Then the commander went with the temple police 
and brought them in without force, because they were afraid 
the people might stone them. 27 After they brought them in, 
they had them stand before the Sanhedrin, and the high priest 
asked, 28 “Didn’t we strictly order you not to teach in this 
name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching 
and are determined to bring this man’s blood on us!”

29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God 
rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, 
whom you had murdered by hanging Him on a tree. 31 God 
exalted this man to His right hand as ruler and Savior, to grant 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 We are wit-
nesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey Him.”

33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill 
them. 34 A Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law who 
was respected by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and 
ordered the men to be taken outside for a little while. 35 He 
said to them, “Men of Israel, be careful about what you’re going 
to do to these men. 36 Not long ago Theudas rose up, claiming 
to be somebody, and a group of about 400 men rallied to him. 
He was killed, and all his partisans were dispersed and came 
to nothing. 37 After this man, Judas the Galilean rose up in the 
days of the census and attracted a following. That man also 
perished, and all his partisans were scattered. 38 And now, I 
tell you, stay away from these men and leave them alone. For 
if this plan or this work is of men, it will be overthrown; 39 but 
if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You may 
even be found fighting against God.” So they were persuaded 
by him. 40 After they called in the apostles and had them 
flogged, they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus 
and released them. 41 Then they went out from the presence 
of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to be 
dishonored on behalf of the Name. 42 Every day in the temple 
complex, and in various homes, they continued teaching and 
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.

29-32: Peter declares that al-
legiance to the glorified Christ 
is what determines member-
ship in the true people of 
God. But it’s not simply on ac-
count of his own eye-witness 
that they should believe; the 
Holy Spirit himself is a witness 
of what God is doing. 

The Spirit is given by God, just 
as forgiveness of sins is given 
by Jesus. Implicit in these 
verses is the view of God as 
Trinity.



“I felt like I was walking 
through life with a murky, 
muddy pair of glasses that 
made me feel really bit-
ter with life. How I came 
to know God was really 
through his people. I was 
just curious why they 
weren’t pursuing the same 
things I was pursuing. At 
Village Church I met incred-
ibly lovely people who were 
flawed and didn’t pretend 
not to be. It came as a 
breath of fresh air. I saw a 
real genuine side of people 
and it gave me a glimmer of 
what God must be like. I re-
ally want to thank God today 
for revealing himself to me, 
forgiving me, and for giving 
me a place to rest.”

Anshula

VILLAGE 
CHURCH 
_BNE
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“I was carrying all of my hurt because I 
thought God gave it to me to make me 
strong. But God in his graciousness start-
ed to work in my heart. I realised that 
carrying this hurt didn’t make me strong, 
it made me hard. God softened my heart 
and in doing so gave me a strength that 
I couldn’t imagine before. In this beau-
tiful moment of clarity I learned what 
church really was: the physical body of 
Christ coming together so that you can 
be real and honest and confess your sins 
and struggles. Being a Christian doesn’t 
mean your life is magically better, but I 
can never forget that Christ came to this 
earth and died, taking the punishment 
of sin so that while this life is tough, we 
can have hope and assurance that it 
won’t be like this forever.” 

Soraya



 

FEBRUARY          MARCH                     APRIL                        MAY                         JUNE

Go to vc.org.au/growthgroups to 
sign up to a Community Group 

COMMUNITY GROUPS 
START

INTRO TO VILLAGE
Formerly Next Steps Supper 
6:30pm

   2

8

Go to facebook.com/tvcbrisbane or 
email michael.smith@centor.com 
for details

MEN’S CAMP
 5-8

CHRISTIANITY REVISITED
3 week course starts
3:30pm

  15
INTRO TO SERVING
Village Church
6:30pm

    3   1

  8

  15

22

INTRO TO SERVING
Village Church
6:30pm

   12

   19

INTRO TO VILLAGE
Village Church
6:30pm

INTRO TO CHRISTIANITY
Village Church
5:00pm

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE
3 week course starts
3:30pm

SPECIAL EVENTS: 
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FEBRUARY          MARCH                     APRIL                        MAY                         JUNE

PATRICIA WEERAKOON

    3
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE

INTRO TO SERVING

   5

   12

   19

    3

  10

   17

  24

     7

  14

  21

  28
INTRO TO SERVING
Village Church
6:30pm

INTRO TO VILLAGE
Village Church
6:30pm

INTRO TO CHRISTIANITY
Village Church
5:00pm

INTRO TO CHRISTIANITY
Village Church
5:00pm

INTRO TO CHRISTIANITY
Village Church
5:00pm

CHRISTIANITY REVISITED
3 week course starts
3:30pm

CHRISTIANITY REVISITED
3 week course starts
3:30pm

INTRO TO VILLAGE
Village Church
6:30pm

INTRO TO VILLAGE
Village Church
6:30pm

INTRO TO SERVING
Village Church
6:30pm

INTRO TO SERVING
Village Church
6:30pm

A seminar on relationships & sex
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