


Perfectly One
In our Unveiled series, we looked through the first 12 chapters of John's gospel. We discovered 
how Jesus was sent from God to unveil the Father to a world saturated with darkness that we 
might grasp light and receive life. 

Now, we begin John again with these words: "Now... Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father" (John 13:1). From chapter 13, John's Gospel is looking ahead to the 
glorification of the Son of God, when Jesus will die on a cross as our new and final Passover Lamb, 
and be raised to new life in order to bring us back to the Father. 

While the first 12 chapters of John featured many stories and encounters, covering the three years 
of Jesus' earthly ministry, time stands still at the start of chapter 13. The following five chapters 
are one long speech from Jesus, the night before his betrayal and trial, in order to prepare his 
disciples for what's about to happen. 

John is the only Gospel which talks about Jesus' life before being born as a man, and about the 
significance of Jesus' actions for the Father and the Holy Spirit. Jesus is readying to go to the 
cross, to return to the Father, and to send out his Spirit to believers. 

As we listen to Jesus speak, we feel a growing sense of unity in his words. Jesus was with the Father 
(John 17:5), and he was sent by the Father to come into the world (John 14:24), and save the world 
(John 12:47). In saving the world, Jesus promised to send the Spirit to believers (John 15:26), to 
give them the love of the Father (John 17:26), and to continue Christ's ministry (John 15:26). 
A part of this ministry was for them to love one another, as Jesus loved them (John 13:34-35). 
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Another aspect of this ministry inspired the title of this series: "The glory that you have given me 
I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they 
may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as 
you loved me" (John 17:23). 

This union, this binding love, this oneness, was the plan of the Father from all eternity: to save 
people into perfect unity, as the Father, Son and Spirit have lived in perfect unity from all eternity. 

The image below shows this unity, of the love described between the Father, Son and believers in 
John 17. 

Each loves one another. The image below shows how they each glorify each other. The Father and Son 
glorify one another, and believers glorify both the Father and Son by being caught up in the holy, saving 
love of God shown at the cross. 



The glory that you have 

given me I have given to 

them, that they may be one 

even as we are one, I in them 

and you in me, that they may 

become perfectly one."

“
WEEKS 1-13

PERFECTLY ONE 
STUDIES
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WEEK 2

LOVE ONE ANOTHER || 13:21-38

WEEK 1

SERVE ONE ANOTHER || 13:1-20

WEEK 3

BELIEVE ALSO IN ME || 14:1-14

WEEK 5

ABIDE IN ME || 15:1-17

WEEK 6

IT HAS HATED ME || 15:18-16:4

WEEK 4

BECAUSE I LIVE || 14:15-31

WEEK 7

HE WILL GUIDE YOU || 16:5-15

WEEK 9

SANCTIFIED IN TRUTH || 17:6-19

WEEK 10

PERFECTLY ONE || 17:20-26

WEEK 8

GLORIFY YOUR SON || 17:1-5
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What are you thankful 
for this week?

CARING FOR EACH OTHER

What burdens are 
currently on your 
heart?

Spend some time 
bringing these things 
before our God in 
prayer.

What are some needs 
that we can meet in 
our community this 
week?
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What does 
this passage 
tell us about 

God?

What does 
this  passage 
tell us about 
ourselves?

What is this 
passage asking 

us to do?

Who can we 
share this 

message with 
this week?

Ask someone in your group to read the passage out loud

Close your Bibles. Have one member of the group retell the story in their own words. After 
they are finished, fill in any gaps they may have missed. 

Open your Bibles and check if there's anything in the story you've forgotten.

After you've finished, work through these four questions together:

STUDY QUESTIONS
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