
VILLAGE CHURCH RE-ENTRY INTO  
PUBLIC GATHERINGS 

From June 5–14 we conducted a survey in order to take a temperature reading of Village. As 

COVID-19 restrictions have been slowly easing, we wanted to hear your own thoughts, concerns, 

and creative ideas for gathering together again as a church. 

At Village we’ve always done everything as a community and we know that our re-entry into 

Sunday gatherings will be no different. We want to thank everyone who took the time to reach out 

as together we find our way back to public worship. Although a lot has already changed in the 

past month, with QLD tracking better than anticipated and many restrictions being lifted sooner 

than expected, these responses were invaluable in helping us shape our plans. An overview of the 

responses and discussion are below. 

PRIMARY SERVICE 
We had 69 people from the AM service and 33 people from the PM service take the survey. Prior 

to COVID, average morning attendance was ~100 adults with average evening attendance being 

~75 adults. Therefore, we had a healthy sample of the morning congregation participate in the 

survey and just under half of the evening congregation participate. The data that follows does not 

distinguish between morning and night.  



HOW DO YOU FEEL? 
If we’ve learnt anything during this time it’s that everybody had a different experience during 

lockdown. However, it’s not surprising that the two major responses from our church right now is 

that we’re feeling tired but also keen to meet up with others. We know these options below aren’t 

mutually exclusive, but we thought it’d be helpful to hear how you’d best sum up your experience 

right now. This will help us better care for one another both now and when we’re back together. 

  

HOW KEEN ARE YOU ON LARGE GATHERINGS? 
Yep, "rushing back to public gatherings" is definitely strong language! But it’s sometimes helpful 

to gauge the visceral, emotional responses we have as they often get underneath how we’re really 

feeling. Overall, people are keen to gather again, but only if adequate measures are taken for the 

health and safety of our church and the wider community.  

Apart from commenting on a desire to be around other people again, those who answered "yes" 

to "will you be rushing back to public gatherings?" pointed to the fact that Queensland has been 

tracking well with virus suppression. For example, 

"I am satisfied with Queensland and Australia’s flattening and low infection rate that I am not too 

worried about being around other healthy people.  With a culture of people keeping socially 

(physically) distant, people washing hands more, people covering their sneezes/coughs more and 

people staying home if they have any flu symptoms, this gives me greater confidence to be near to 

others" 



Those who replied "depends" are also keen to be around others again, but acknowledged a 

hesitancy not just in public health concerns but also an awareness that it’ll just be awkward to 

transition from isolation to large gatherings. This comment is indicative,  

"Keen to see and talk with people in person again. It’s going to be a pretty big adjustment going 

back to big groups (after only doing every thing in twos or threes or not at all for three months). If 

it’s well managed (which I’m sure it will be) you bet I’ll be there!!!!" 

Finally, those who said "no" pointed to the unknowns that are still out there and how that might 

affect our Sunday gatherings. For example,  

"People could be asymptomatic, and going around without knowing it, and not getting tested (and 

therefore not diagnosed and counted as a statistic).  If you're going to be crammed in an air-

conditioned room with that person for two hours, that could be bad." 

In light of comments like these, we want you to know that our Committee of Management have 

been working hard at contextualising a COVID-Safe plan for Village Church. Our denomination, 

the Presbyterian Church of QLD, is a signatory on an approved COVID-Safe Industry Plan for 

places of worship. As it stands, QLD health is now requiring all churches to comply with this plan 

in order to gather in groups larger than 50. Therefore, we will be adopting this plan for our own 

gatherings and will make these details public so you know what to expect before coming along 

on 19 July. 

But comments such as these were also a great help in planning the space and location of our 

gatherings. To hear more on that, head to vc.org.au/roadmap and watch Stage Three: The Way 

Forward.  

http://vc.org.au/roadmap


SERVING AT VILLAGE 
As mentioned above, getting back to public gatherings is going to take all of us working together 

as a community. It will require patience and energy. So we wanted to hear how you’re feeling 

about this crucial area of ministry at Village. Judging by the responses below, this seems pretty 

accurate of the overall mood toward serving at Village even pre-COVID. If you’re new to Village, 

or aren’t yet on a Serving Team and would like to get involved, please do let someone on the 

Ministry Team know! This would be the best time ever to do so.  

ONLINE CHURCH V THE REAL THING 
This question was asked to help gain insight on what is missing from online services and should 

therefore be prioritised in our Sunday gatherings. We wanted you to only have one option so as 

to "force" an indication of what was most significant for you. It’s clear that person to person 

fellowship and interaction is most greatly longed for. As a result, we want to build-in plenty of 

social time before and after our services in large or outdoor spaces to help facilitate this. Stay 

posted on what that might look like for your congregation! 



WHAT CAN’T YOU DO AT HOME THAT WE OUGHT TO 
PRIORITISE IN OUR EARLY PHYSICAL GATHERINGS? 
This question was asked to provide further info on what people are missing. Specifically, why they 

might come back to Sunday gatherings. Comments varied across a similar range of activities 

noted above, but above all it was singing together and having face to face conversations that 

ranked the highest. Some comments are indicative of the whole, with a personal favourite at the 

very end:  

"Meeting new people we don’t typically spend time with. It’s special when you meet new believers 

or visitors and find commonalities or ways to encourage each other." 

"The gloriously awkward-yet everyone loves it-church chit-chat between the announcements and 

Bible reading!" 

"Worship in a big group" 

"praying, singing, conversations - meeting new people to have opportunity to invite to small 

groups or for meals." 

"The only thing I can't do at home is be in a group. At home I can already; sing, pray, study, watch 

sermons, drink coffee and tread popcorn into the carpet." 

In response, we’ve been hosting events to help welcome in those who are new to Village or 

provide other opportunities to flex our social muscles as we work toward relaunching on 19 July. 

Further, we’re continually watching the health advice on singing in church and are keen to 

incorporate music and some form of singing so long as it’s in line with our government and/or 

denomination's guidelines. 



EXPECTATION V REALITY 
It’s no secret that things will never simply be able to "go back to normal." However, our mission 

and vision as God’s people will never change – just how we express our calling during this time. 

So we wanted to gauge how flexible we’re feeling as a community and where we might need to 

work harder at communicating expectations in coming back. These responses below sum up fairly 

well our commitment at Village to keep growing as followers of Jesus in a brave new world. 

"The function and purpose of church remains the same whether or not covid restrictions are in 

place. I imagine some of the logistics of how church runs, and the activities we are able to conduct 

will look slightly different, to ensure we align with government directives. However, this should be 

seen as a great opportunity and an exciting refreshing time." 

"I understand things probably should look a bit different, but at the same time appreciate how well 

Queensland is doing and want to be able to enjoy that." 

"The third is the obvious choice. But if we gather without expectations we may relax and enjoy each 

other and worship God." 

"Everything can be flexible except the gospel, so understand practically some things will have to 

change." 

"Theologically, ethically and as followers of Christ, church and church family need to reflect 

Christlikeness and Gospel love. The gospel remains the same while the structure might look a little 

different so that we can show love, care and consideration for others within the boundaries given 

due to coronavirus." 

"I think we as a church will appreciate things that we would have taken for granted previously which 

will look different from pre-covid to post-covid. But also, I feel like we have learned new ways to 

connect together as a body of Christ digitally that can change some of the ways things are 

approached after isolation is over." 



EXPECTATIONS IN ATTENDANCE 
No hidden agenda with this question – we just wanted to get a clear-ish sense of how many 

people to expect in the weeks coming back, and one unknown area was the level of guests we 

might receive. 

In terms of response, most selected 'unlikely' based on the fact that they don’t know what to 

expect themselves and want to ensure Village is doing everything we can to welcome people in 

safely and wisely. For example,  

"A bit hard to invite people if you yourself don't know what to expect." 

"Until I know the format I can't recommend or encourage those already struggling with leaving the 

house or going to church for the first time." 

"I guess it would depend on the person's feelings on physical gatherings and might depend on 

what church 'looks & feels' like" 

However, there have been some experiences during COVID that have led people to assume 

they’ll be inviting along others as we come back together. For those who selected 'likely' or 'very 

likely,' a few responses were,  

"I have many people lacking friendship and support who would benefit from a loving Christian 

family." 

"I think there might be more interest for non believers to attend because it is an excuse to see and 

hang out with people." 

"I have been having lots of discussion with neighbours about Christ."  



FINAL COMMENTS 
This was a fantastic way to end as we got to hear your thoughts, concerns, and ideas in coming 

back together. We wanted to say a massive thank you again to everyone who participated in the 

survey. Thanks for all your words of encouragement; thank you for speaking openly and honestly 

about your fears, hesitations, or concerns. Given the more personal natural of these comments we 

won’t be publishing them, but they have stimulated many great conversations on how we can get 

back together.  

For now, please put 19 July in your diary as the day where we can see one another face to 
face; to sit under God’s Word together, to encourage each other, and to worship our great 
God. 

But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way into him who is the head—Christ. From him 

the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the 

body for building itself up in love by the proper working of each individual part. (Ephesians 4:15–16) 

 


