


TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
THE STORY OF GOD'S GRACE FLOODING OUT INTO THE WORLD

At the end of last year, we worked through the first half of Acts. We saw many stories 
of God's grace flooding out into the world, from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. 
There were many images of God working through his Gospel--working to draw 
unexpected people to himself, often through surprising and unexpected means. We 
saw how the whole world was being reshaped around Jesus, and by his boundless 
Gospel.

This term, we'll be journeying through the second half of Acts. The vibe is a little 
different in the second half of the book--the narrative slows down a bit, and it focuses 
in on the lives and ministries of a few individuals, with Paul taking up the greatest 
focus. There will be many travels (feel free to try and track their movements on the 
map), a lot of imprisonments and trials for the Apostles, many churches built, and 
a background to a lot of the letters of the New Testament. Along the journey we 
get some fascinating insights into Paul and the Apostles, and what it looks like for 
the Gospel to come to many different cultures and contexts. This is one of the main 
themes of the book: How the Gospel gives life to every people and culture in history-
-challenging, encouraging, and confronting each at different points. What it looks like 
to come to Jewish leaders looks very different to what it looks like to come to a city 
full of idols and unknown gods. But throughout the book, we see what it looks like for 
the Gospel to continue flooding out, reaching the world with the life-changing Word.

In a world filled with much confusion and 
hostility towards the Gospel, we see it 
journey deeper and deeper into the heart 
of the biggest superpower in the world at 
the time: Ancient Rome, the ends of the 
earth. For us today, as people living in a 
complex, multicultural world, with many 
different levels of understanding and 
acceptance for the Gospel, it's our prayer 
that this series will give us hope, that the 
Gospel is never crushed, and that by the 
power of God's Spirit it can speak into any 
culture with the power and life of Christ's 
death and resurrection. 

It's our prayer that 
this series will give 
us hope, that by the 
power of God's Spirit 
the Gospel can speak 
into any culture with 
the power and life 
of Christ's death and 
resurrection. 

“
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WEEK 5

WHERE YOU'RE AT

Acts 17

“
God is not served by 
human hands, as though 
he needed anything, 
since he himself gives 
everyone life and 
breath and all things.”
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W E E K  F I V E  | |  2 8  F E B - 6  M A R C H  | |  W H E R E  Y O U ' R E  AT

STUDY QUESTIONS

As Paul continues his journey, he faces enormous opposition. But his 
strategy stays the same—keep sharing the gospel no matter the audience, 
no matter the opposition. The one thing that does change from town to 
town is the method he uses to engage his audience. The gospel remains 
the same, but he contextualises it to engage people from very different 
backgrounds. 

Read Acts 17:16-34. 

What strikes Paul about the spiritual state of Athens?

Paul was distressed by the false religiosity that he saw in Athens, but the 
people still seemed drawn to his message. What was it that attracted the 
Athenians to what Paul was talking about (17:16-23)?

How does Paul show his sensitivity as a communicator of the Gospel?

What similarities can you see between Athens and Brisbane? 

In verse 28, he even quotes one of their poets as a means to communicate 
truths about God. Can you think of a way that someone could do that 
today?

Skim through Paul’s speech in Athens. When speaking to the people of 
Athens, what aspect of the story of Jesus is central to Paul (see verses 18, 
31, 32)?

Paul shows in his preaching at Athens that he has a deep understanding of 
their culture AND their beliefs. In our witnessing of the gospel, how might 
we do one without doing the other?

What unique hope does the resurrection of Jesus give those who aren’t yet 
Christian? 



And now I commit you to 
God and to the word of 
his grace, which is able to 
build you up and to give 
you an inheritance among 
all who are sanctified.

“

WEEK 6

EXPLOSIVE GOSPEL

Acts 18:1-21:24
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W E E K  S I X  | |  7 - 1 3  M A R C H  | |  E X P LO S I V E  G O S P E L

STUDY QUESTIONS
Read 20:17-38. 

How do we see Paul's love in this passage? 

What do you imagine Paul’s life in the Ephesian church looked 
like, based on the words of his farewell?

Have you seen this kind of love in the church before? 

How does the Holy Spirit compel Paul, in verses 22-24? 

As Paul reminds them of his time with them, note the way he 
describes his focus and message:
I have not hesitated to preach anything that _______________ v20 
I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that _____________  v21 
If only I finish the race & complete the task of _____________  v24 
I have gone about preaching the ________________________  v25 
I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the _______________  v27 
Now I commit you to God and the _______________________ v32

What was the focus of Paul’s preaching, from 20:25-27?

How far do you feel you are on the journey to knowing "the 
whole plan of God" in the Bible?  

Read 20:28-31. What warning does Paul give the Ephesian 
elders? Is this relevant today? 

Paul didn't just speak to the church about all these things, but 
he modelled it to them with his life (read 20:35 again). What 
inspiration, challenge, or conviction can we take away from this 
for our own lives?



WEEK 7

UNDER CONTROL

Acts 21:25-23:35

“
After greeting them, 
he reported in detail 
what God had done 
among the Gentiles 
through his ministry. 
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W E E K  S E V E N  | |  1 4 - 2 0  M A R C H  | |  U N D E R  C O N T R O L

STUDY QUESTIONS

Do you think Christians have a right to speak about Jesus 
anywhere? Why? 

Read 21:15-40. 

Paul is accused by both the Jewish people and the Roman 
soldiers. What are their accusations? How truthful are they? 

When Paul is falsely accused, he doesn’t simply accept it. Yet his 
defence doesn’t show any of the hatred that he’s been shown. 
How does Paul speak to his different accusers? 

Do you think 21:26 is a compromise from Paul? What may have 
guided his response here?

As we see in chapters 21-23, even Paul’s defence of his Gospel-
sharing rights is shaped by the Gospel. Imagine you started a 
Bible study group with a few Christians at work, and your boss 
told you that a few of your co-workers had complained about it? 
How might this passage help shape your response? 

For Paul, it isn’t his personal freedom that’s most important, it’s 
his faithfulness to Jesus. 

How would you feel if Christian freedom continues to be limited 
in Australia? 



WEEK 8

THE GOSPEL ON TRIAL

Acts 24-26

“
Agrippa said to 
Paul, "Are you 
going to persuade 
me to become a 
Christian so easily?"



page 11

W E E K  E I G H T  | |  2 1 - 2 7  M A R C H  | |  T H E  G O S P E L  O N  T R I A L

STUDY QUESTIONS

Read Acts 26.

Things are escalating quickly! Paul’s been on trial before the Jewish leaders 
(chapter 23), then two Roman governors (chapter 25), and now before a king. 

How would you describe Paul’s manner in this chapter? 

From this chapter, draw or describe Paul: 

How does Agrippa respond to the Gospel (verses 28-29)? 

Half-way through Paul’s defence, Festus interrupts. What does he find so 
unreasonable and offensive in what Paul’s saying? 

This chapter shows us how important personal testimony is to sharing the 
Gospel. Have you ever shared your testimony to someone? What parts of 
your story can you see God’s hand at work in your life most powerfully? 

For Paul, the resurrection is the greatest scandal in his culture, and standing 
up for it is what brings him before trial. Yet for us, the resurrection is hardly 
a scandal. At worst, people might think we’re a bit daft if we speak to them 
about it. But what are some other barriers that people in our culture have to 
embracing the Gospel? 

Paul is repeatedly put on trial despite being declared innocent over and over 
again. Yet, his main concern at his trials isn’t his safety or freedom. What is his 
main concern? 



WEEK 9

GOSPEL UNSTOPPABLE

Acts 27-28

“
Paul stayed two whole years 
in his own rented house. 
And he welcomed all who 
visited him, proclaiming 
the kingdom of God and 
teaching about the Lord 
Jesus Christ with all boldness 
and without hindrance..."
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W E E K  N I N E  | |  2 8  M A R C H - 3  A P R I L  | |  G O S P E L  U N S T O P PA B L E

STUDY QUESTIONS

Read Acts 28. 

The first three words of Acts 28, “once safely ashore” come after Paul’s 
boat has been shipwrecked. But things don’t get much easier for him—
he goes straight from shipwreck to snake bite.

When a snake bites Paul, the islanders think it must be a murderer, 
because “justice has not allowed him to live.” But when he survives, they 
“changed their minds and said that he was a god.” Do people today 
ever think like this (if someone is fortunate, it must be because they’re a 
good person, and vice versa)? 

What does Paul mean by his chains being "the hope of Israel” in verse 
20?

Read the summary of verses 23-24. What do you imagine that some of 
Paul’s key points may have been in this day of teaching? 

Read Matthew 13:1-15. What is the quote from Isaiah saying to the 
listeners in Matthew 13, and to the Jewish leaders here in Acts 28? 

Do you think verses 30-31 are an appropriate ending to Acts?

If there was an Acts 29, what do you think would happen in it? 

Were there any particular passages or themes in Acts that brought the 
Gospel home to you in a fresh way?

In the book of Acts, the church has met with many obstacles, and God 
has overcome them all. The Gospel is being taken to the ends of the 
earth. What’s one lesson from studying the book of Acts that you want to 
cling to in your life? 

Spend some time praying for the Gospel to flow on from you to the 
ends of the earth, in your personal relationships and beyond. 
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