


THE RISE AND FALL OF THE CHRIST
2 Samuel is a story about a royal family. It’s a story about the danger 

of power to corrupt us. It’s a story about one of the greatest men 

who ever lived. It’s a story about how the effects of sin ripple across 

generations. It’s a story about murder, betrayal, deception, bloodshed, 

and the downfall of a royal family. But more than all these, it’s a story 

of how God’s promises stand in spite of human sin and failure. 

2 Samuel is a story that shows the horror of the human heart in vivid 

and graphic detail. It doesn’t gloss over the mess or cover-up the 

scandal. It shows what happens when people grasp for the power 

they want, or abuse the power they have. We see this pattern of 

behaviour so clearly in our world today, but also in our own lives–the 

pride, selfishness, and anger in all of our hearts. We need something, 

or rather, someone, to come and break the cycle.

In 2 Samuel we see our Christ, King 

David, in all of his failures. But behind 

everything, we see the outline of the 

Christ who was to come—the eternal 

king, the Son of David, Jesus Christ. 

As Jesus comes, sent by his Father 

to bring in the kingdom of God, he 

rescues us from these destructive 

behaviours and this cycle that leads 

to death. In his resurrection we share 

the hope of new life, and by his Spirit 

we’re empowered to live differently 

as God’s people.

Behind everything 
in 2 Samuel, we 
see the outline 
of the Christ who 
was to come—
the eternal king, 
the Son of David, 
Jesus Christ.

“





STUDY QUESTIONS
You'll quickly notice that in these studies, there are six main 
questions that will be repeated throughout them all. We're 
doing this because 2 Samuel has some key themes running 
throughout it, and we hope that by looking at the same 
questions every week, you will notice these themes and patterns 
at work throughout the book. The six repeated questions are: 

Where do the people in this story rate, on: 

In 2 Samuel, we see many people living faithfully in beautiful 
ways, and many people falling into really confronting 
wickedness. In David, we often see both. So just as a way 
to keep your finger on the pulse of where the people are at 
in the story, it might be helpful up-front to rate where they 
people in the story are at on the faithful--wicked scale. 

How do the people in this story use their power? 
This is one of the key themes throughout the books of Samuel: 
“A person does not prevail by his own strength” (1 Samuel 
2:9). Whether people rely on human power (swords, spears, 
chariots), abuse their power to take advantage of others, or trust 
in God's power is one of the crucial and constant questions in 
the book. Which is always asking us: Do you use your power to 
raise others up in love, or do you grasp at power for yourself?



How do people treat God’s Anointed One here? 
The Anointed One (another way of saying the Messiah, or the 
Christ) is God's chosen leader over his people. At the start of 2 
Samuel, Saul has just died. He was an Anointed One, but David 
is the next Anointed One (having been anointed in 1 Samuel 16). 
How people treat Saul (or Saul's memory, or descendants) and 
David throughout the book is important to note, and it says a lot 
about people's attitude toward the Lord himself. 

How do we see the ripple-on effects of sin here? 
This is one of the most interesting themes of 2 Samuel. As it 
goes with the king, so it goes with the people. As it goes with 
the father, so it goes with the children. We see the effects of sin 
ripple across kingdoms and generations. 

How do we see God’s promises continue in spite of 
human sin? 
But in spite of sin rippling across kingdoms and generations, 
God's promises aren't undone. We see God's promises fulfilling 
themselves in 2 Samuel: to provide God's people with a place 
to live, under God's rule (Genesis 12:1-3). But we also see God's 
promises expand thoughout the book, most notably in the 
promises of 2 Samuel 7, where God promises that an eternal king 
and son would come from David's line. 

How does this story help us to see the outline of 
the true Christ, Jesus Christ?
It's hard to think of an eternal king and son from David's line 
without thinking of Jesus. All throughout the book, we're meant 
to be thinking of and longing for "Jesus Christ, Son of David" 
(Matthew 1:1), the perfect king, Son and Anointed One. 



WEEK 1

HOW THE 
MIGHTY 

HAVE FALLEN
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W E E K  O N E  | |  1 8 - 2 4  J U LY  | |  H OW  T H E  M I G H T Y  H AV E  FA L L E N

STUDY QUESTIONS

The books that our Bibles call “1 Samuel” and “2 Samuel” are actually the 
same book. So just to do a quick recap (it’s been a while since we looked at 
1 Samuel at Village!), look back to 1 Samuel 2:1-10. 

It might seem like a humble prayer by a humble woman, but in many ways 
this prayer sets up all of the major themes of the book. What themes would 
you expect to find in 1 and 2 Samuel, based on Hannah’s prayer? 

Read 1 Samuel 31:1-6 and 2 Samuel 1:1-16. 

How do you make sense of these two accounts of Saul’s death having key 
differences between them? 

Where do the people in this story rate on the scale below? 

The Amalekite:
David: 



STUDY QUESTIONS

How do the people in this story use their power? 

David? 

The Amalekite? 

Read 2 Samuel 1:17-27. 

How do people treat God’s Anointed One in this story? 

We see David mourning God’s anointed one, Saul, even though Saul spent 
much of the past few years pursuing David, seeking to kill him. What does 
this tell us about how David's attitude toward the Lord's Anointed One? 

What does David's eulogy teach us about how to remember people well? 

How do we see the ripple-on effects of sin in this story? 

Do you think it's right that David killed the Amalekite? Why / why not? 

When have you been tempted to lie to gain power or position? 



How do we see God’s promises continue in spite of human sin? 

What do you think would have happened in this story if David had grasped at 
power, and used Saul's death to his own advantage? 

How does this story help us to see the outline of the true 
Anointed One, Jesus Christ? 

If David could look upon Saul with such mercy and remember only good things, 
how much more mercifully and lovingly does Jesus look upon us! Do you find it 
hard to imagine that Jesus would think mercifully and generously of you? 
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W E E K  T W O  | |  2 5 - 3 1  J U LY  | |  D AV I D ' S  R I S E

STUDY QUESTIONS

David has been anointed as the king of Judah (2:7). But straight after, 
we read that Abner, the commander of Saul's army, took Saul's son, Ish-
Bosheth to make him the king of the northern kingdoms of Israel (2:8-9). 
Saul was dead, but his legacy of jealous competition against David was 
living on. 

Read 3:1-16. 

Where do the people in this story rate on the scale below? 

David: 
Abner:
Ish-Bosheth:

How do the people in this story use their power? 

David? Read Deuteronomy 17:17, about God's desire for his king. Does 
this sound like how David acts in this chapter? 

Abner? 

Ish-Bosheth? 



STUDY QUESTIONS

How do people treat God’s Anointed One in this story? 

How do we see the ripple-on effects of sin in this story? 

Verse 1: 

Verses 14-16 (if you're familiar with the story of 2 Samuel, does this remind 
you of anything that happens later in the book?): 

Read 5:1-16.

How do we see God’s promises continue in spite of human 
sin? 

In 5:5, we see David become king of Jerusalem. Does this remind you of 
anyone? 

5:7 is the first mention of "Zion" in the Bible. From your understanding, what 
does Zion come to represent in the Bible? 



How does this story help us to see the outline of the true 
Anointed One, Jesus Christ? 

If you put yourself in David’s shoes. He was first anointed as king-in-waiting back 
in 1 Samuel 16, probably in his mid–teen years. Do you think he would expected 
the long, winding, and trying road to the throne? For many years David was 
anointed but on the run and in constant danger. God was with him, but on the 
surface, quite the opposite have seemed to be true. But David walked by faith, 
not by sight, remarkably well. Even after Saul’s death—perhaps 20 years after his 
anointing—when only one tribe recognises his rightful reign, David still doesn't 
take the other tribes by force. 

Have you ever waited years for God to show up in a situation? 
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W E E K  T H R E E  | |  1 - 7  AU G U S T  | |  T H E  E T E R N A L  K I N G D O M

STUDY QUESTIONS

Read 2 Samuel 7. 

Try to summarise the message of 2 Samuel 7 in a sentence:

___________________________________________________________________

Where do the people in this story rate on the scale below? 

Nathan: 
David: 

How do the people in this story use their power? 

David? Is it presumptuous for David to suggest building a house for God 
(verse 2)? Is he grasping for control? Or does it show his reverence towards 
God? What do you think?

God? 



STUDY QUESTIONS

How does God speak to his Anointed One in this story? 

How do we see the ripple-on effects of sin in this story? 

When you read verses 14 and 15, what do you picture the fulfilment of those 
words to look like? 

How do we see God’s promises continue in spite of human 
sin? 

Read Genesis 11:4 and Genesis 12:2. Now look at 2 Samuel 7:9 and 13. 
What greater purpose is God working through David?

There’s a play on words in 2 Samuel 7, involving the word “house.” David 
intends to build the Lord a “house,” but God insists that he will build David 
a different kind of “house”. How do you think the word is used differently in 
each case? 

David has received a few promises from God for his life as king, but 2 Samuel 
7 blows them out of the water. What new promises does God make to 
David?



How does this story help us to see the outline of the true 
Anointed One, Jesus Christ? 

God’s promises to David in 2 Samuel 7 have huge implications. Many of these 
promises are specific to David’s son Solomon—he will build a “house” (temple) 
for the Lord (v. 13). Other promises reach into eternity. Three times God assures 
David of an eternal throne. 

God also hints at David’s death (v. 12) and at the sins of the Davidic line (v. 14). 
These realities reach a huge tension in the years of the prophets, when many 
Davidic kings go astray (and die), and even more so when there is no Davidic 
king on the throne at all. But these tensions begin to see an answer when the 
New Testament begins: “The genealogy of Jesus Christ [Anointed/Messiah], 
the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1). Jesus alone can fulfill the 
eternal Davidic kingly promises. 

How does Jesus fulfill the promises of 2 Samuel 7? 
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W E E K  FO U R  | |  8 - 1 4  AU G U S T  | |  D AV I D  T H E  G R E AT

STUDY QUESTIONS

We hear one of the most beautiful pictures in 8:15: "David reigned over all 
Israel, administering justice and righteousness for all his people." It's got to 
be close to the most positive picture of Israel in the entire Old Testament! 

Read 2 Samuel 9:1-8 and 10:1-8. 

Where do the people in this story rate on the scale below? 

David: 
Ziba: 
Mephibosheth: 
Hanun: 

How do you think Saul’s reign compares with David’s reign, as described in 
this passage?

How do the people in this story use their power? 

David?

Ziba? 

Hanun? 



STUDY QUESTIONS

Does anything in Hannah’s prayer (1 Sam. 2:1–10) remind you of the 

Mephibosheth story (2 Samuel 9)?

How do people treat God’s Anointed One in this story? 

The same word is used in 9:1 and 10:2: hesed. Hesed is an Old Testament 
word that spoke of abundant, faithful, covenant love. David longed to 
show hesed to the house of Saul, and then the house of the king of the 
Ammonites. Not only was his kingdom one of justice and righteousness, but 
one of abundant hesed as well. But the Ammonites weren't very receptive to 
David's hesed. How did they misunderstand his offer of hesed? 

How do we see the ripple-on effects of sin in this story? 

(While not giving away any spoilers) It's important to remember that these 
stories come right before David's great fall, and his reign as king would never 
really come back from it. Can you see anything in these stories that might 
suggest that something was not quite right with David, even amidst his offers 
of hesed? 

“For the Christian, optimism is naïve, but pessimism is atheistic.” Which do 
you lean towards? How does this story keep us from straying too far in either 
direction? 



How do we see God’s promises continue in spite of human sin? 

How does this story help us to see the outline of the true 
Anointed One, Jesus Christ? 

It's hard to know for sure, but it seems like a part of David's fall happened 
because of how poorly the Ammonites recieved his hesed. Look at Luke 23:32-
24. How does Jesus respond to people rejecting his grace? 
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W E E K  F I V E  | |  1 5 - 2 1  AU G U S T  | |  D AV I D  T H E  FA L L E N

STUDY QUESTIONS

Read 2 Samuel 11:1-27. 

Where do the people in this story rate on the scale below? 

David: 
Joab: 
Uriah:

How do you think Saul’s reign compares with David’s reign, as described in 
this passage?

How do the people in this story use their power? 

How many cover-up schemes does David try in this chapter? What does this 
tell us about David’s heart here? 

The sin of chapter 11 comes after the season of blessing from chapters 
8-10. Have you ever noticed this pattern in your own life, of sin coming 
after blessing? Why do you think we can be like that? 



STUDY QUESTIONS

How do people treat God’s Anointed One in this story? 

How do we see the ripple-on effects of sin in this story? 

Very similar language is used in this story and in Genesis 3:6-8. There is the 
same pattern in both: Of seeing the goodness, and then taking it. What does 
that tell us about David’s sin? 

Earlier in the story we see David’s posture of listening to God: “Inquiring of 
the LORD” (1 Samuel 23:2 & 4; 30:8; 2 Samuel 2:1). The last time David does 
this is in 2 Samuel 5:19, 23. What’s now missing in David’s life? 

How might we grow our posture of listening to God and pursuing a life of 
intimacy with God?

How do we see God’s promises continue in spite of human 
sin? 

Our expectations have been pretty high for David’s kingdom so far in 2 
Samuel. But now we might wonder if this once–promising kingdom is going 
to come crashing down. But we should recall words from the covenant 
of chapter 7: “When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him... but my 
steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul... Your throne 
will be established forever” (2 Sam. 7:14–16). David’s sin will not undo God’s 
promises. But there's no escaping the fact that these are some of the darkest 
chapters of the entire Bible.
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W E E K  F I V E  | |  1 5 - 2 1  AU G U S T  | |  D AV I D  T H E  FA L L E N

How does this story help us to see the outline of the true 
Anointed One, Jesus Christ? 

Think about the contrast between Israel’s ideal king (Deuteronomy 17:16-20) and 
typical kings of the nations (1 Sam. 8:10–17). Which kind of king is David acting 
like in 2 Samuel 11? 

How does Jesus show us what an ideal king really looks like? 

In many ways, the sin of David was just like the sin of Adam, seeing the good, 
being tempted, and taking. Read Romans 5:12-17. How does Jesus break this 
cycle, on our behalf? 
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W E E K  S I X  | |  2 2 - 2 8  AU G U S T  | |  A  B R O K E N  FA M I LY

STUDY QUESTIONS

Read 2 Samuel 13. 

Where do the people in this story rate on the scale below? 

David: 
Amnon:
Absalom: 

How do the people in this story use their power? 

David?

Amnon?

2 Samuel 13:14 said of Amnon and Tamar: “Since he was stronger than 
she...” Who tends to suffer most when those in power don’t bring justice?

Absalom? 



STUDY QUESTIONS

How do people treat God’s Anointed One in this story? 

How do we see the ripple-on effects of sin in this story? 

The prophet Nathan had said to David, “...the sword will never depart from 
your house… Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity” 2 
Samuel 12:10-11. In chapters 11-12 we see those words come true as David’s 
sons grasp, deceive, and murder—just as their father did. 

While Amnon’s rape of his sister is exceptionally, breathtakingly wicked, there 
are some parallels between this sin and David’s sins in chapter 11. What 
are they?

When David hears of Tamar’s rape (verse 21) he is "very angry." But a few 
verses later, it says that two years pass without anything happening (verse 
23). Why do you think David is so passive? 

Are there any places in your life where you know you've been a little bit too 
passive in the face of injustice? 

How does 1 Kings 1:6 illuminate a broader issue here?

page 29



How do we see God’s promises continue in spite of human sin? 

Because of David’s failed leadership and because of his wicked sons, the 
kingdom of Israel is no longer a place of peace, rest, and blessing. At this point 
in the story, what hope is left for a kingdom that lasts forever (2 Samuel 7:12-13)?

Peter Scazzero wrote in his book, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality, “What 
happens in one generation often repeats itself in the next. The consequences of 
actions and decisions taken in one generation affect those who follow.” In what 
ways has this been true in your own story and in your own family of origin? Can 
you see where struggles and blessings have been passed down to you by the 
choices of previous generations?

How does this story help us to see the outline of the true 
Anointed One, Jesus Christ? 

How does Jesus’ concern for the needy and vulnerable compare with David’s 
concern for Tamar? 
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W E E K  S E V E N  | |  2 9  AU G U S T- 4  S E P T E M B E R  | |  T H E  R E J E C T E D  K I N G

STUDY QUESTIONS

Look back at 2 Samuel 12:9-12 . These chapters are where that curse 
finally plays out. But, surprisingly, God eventually turns from attacking 
David, to attack his rebellious son instead! Why would that be? The answer 
is crucial to the message of these chapters. 

Read 15:1-12.

Where do the people in this story rate on the scale below? 

David: 
Absalom: 

How do the people in this story use their power? 

David?

In what ways does Absalom conspire against his father, according to 15:1–
6?

Absalom’s grasping for the kingdom is often reflected in the behaviour of 
leaders in our world, and even in our own lives. Where are you tempted to 
grasp for control, like Absalom?



STUDY QUESTIONS

Jesus instructed his disciples to receive the kingdom of God like a child 
(Mark 10:15). Where are you seeing God challenging you with this? 

Everyone has some frustrations with their leadership, especially in church. 
What are some healthy ways to work through those frustrations? What are 
some unhealthy ways to try to deal with those frustrations? 

How do people treat God’s Anointed One in this story? 

Read Psalm 3. How does that help to colour in the story? 

How do we see the ripple-on effects of sin in this story? 

How does Absalom act in a David-like way? 

How do we see God’s promises continue in spite of human 
sin? 

David’s grave sins were forgiven, but there were still painful consequences: 
violence among David’s children (chapters 13-14), and a coup and civil war 
led by his son Absalom (chapters 15-18). As promised, God will continue 
to give strength to his anointed one (1 Samuel 2:10)—Absalom will perish 
(2 Samuel 18) and David’s reign will be restored (ch. 19). God’s promises for 
an eternal Davidic kingdom are sure and unchanging, but the kingdom looks 
to be hanging by a thread throughout Absalom’s coup and its aftermath.
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How does this story help us to see the outline of the true 
Anointed One, Jesus Christ? 

Read 15:23 and 15:30. Read John 18:1 and Luke 22:39. 

What does this tell us about the rejected king? 
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W E E K  E I G H T  | |  5 - 1 1  S E P T E M B E R  | |  A  L I F E  I N  P I C T U R E S

STUDY QUESTIONS

Note: Because next week is school holidays, this study covers the final 
chapters of the book, which will not be covered in church until next 
Sunday. So feel free to chat about anything from the previous talk, on 
chapters 19-20. But this study will be focusing on chapter 24. 

The end of 2 Samuel is very intentionally written. 

So it seems we’re meant to compare narrative with corresponding 
narrative, list with corresponding list, and poem with corresponding 
poem, each as a corresponding pair of passages.

As a group / in pairs, choose a pair of narratives, lists and poems, and 
write down something in each of these categories: 



STUDY QUESTIONS

Read 2 Samuel 24:1-10. 

In 23:8-39 we hear all about the power of David’s military. One of the biggest 
themes throughout 1 and 2 Samuel is the danger in trusting in human power 
(often seen in the images of swords, spears, and chariots). So when we hear 
all about the power of David’s military, and then we hear that: “The Lord’s 
anger burned against Israel again, and he stirred up David against them to 
say, ‘Go, count the people of Israel and Judah,’” it doesn’t bode well. 

Where do the people in this story rate on the scale below? 

David: 

How do we see the ripple-on effects of sin in this story? 

Read 23:1-7.

How do we see God’s promises continue in spite of human 
sin? 

Recall from earlier in our study how Hannah’s prayer (1 Sam. 2:1–10) 
foreshadows many themes in the rest of 1–2 Samuel and, particularly David’s 
prayer here. What similarities can you see between the two? 
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How does this story help us to see the outline of the true 
Anointed One, Jesus Christ? 

Read 24:18-25. 

While 2 Samuel 24 ends on the happy note of David’s intercession and the Lord’s 
mercy, something even more significant is happening. Read 1 Chronicles 21:28–
22:1, which retells the same scene with more detail. What new details do we 
learn from this second account? 

The books of Samuel are about Israel’s first kings. They anticipate the need for 
a king, portray the wrong kind of king, and present the right king, while also 
making clear that another, better king is still needed. The promises given to 
David for an eternal, righteous throne (2 Samuel 7) are too big for David to fulfil. 
He’s a flawed and finite king. Only a perfect and eternal son of David can fulfil 
what David rightly interprets as a “revelation for mankind” (7:19). Jesus is that 
Son of David, and “all the promises of God find their Yes in him” (2 Cor. 1:20). 
He’s “King of kings and Lord of lords,” and at his name “every knee will bow . . . 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord."
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