


FOLLOW
As we begin our journey through the Gospel of Mark, we'll be 
following Jesus everywhere he goes, and watching as he shows 
people the kingdom of God. As we follow Jesus, everything he 
does is breathlessly told. The singer Nick Cave describes the 
writing of Mark like this: "[Mark writes] such breathless insistence, 
such compulsive narrative intensity, that one is reminded of a child 
recounting some amazing tale, piling fact upon fact, as if the whole 
world depended upon it—which, of course, to Mark, it did." 

Of course, Christ himself took his mission no less seriously. His first 
words in the Gospel sum up his mission: "The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good 
news!” (1:15). Jesus has come as the king, to bring the kingdom 
of God, as the great hope that the Old Testament was waiting for. 

But who Jesus is, and what he came to do, is so shocking to the 
people at the time that Jesus can't reveal his whole purpose at 
once. There were so many assumptions and preconceptions about 
what "the Christ" would come to do that Jesus had to reveal his 
mission slowly, piece-by-piece. Shockingly, the Christ didn't come 
in power, but to suffer and die for sin. 

Throughout the studies, there are four repeated questions, to draw 
out some of the biggest themes in Mark. The questions are:

In Mark's Gospel, we will be following Jesus 
everywhere, to watch and learn as he teaches us 
about the kingdom of God. At every point, we're 
meant to be thinking: What would it look like to 
follow Jesus in what he's calling people to here? 
Even today, how is Jesus showing us how to live 
well, by trusting our lives to him? 



The most pressing question throughout the first half of 
Mark's Gospel is: Who is this man? Why is he worth 
following? Everyone is wondering and asking who Jesus 
is, and how he can do the things that he does. So if 
you've always wondered who Jesus is, you're not alone. 
We hope that you meet him (for the first time, or anew) 
as you journey with us through the Gospel of Mark, and 
that you find every reason why he's worth following. 

One of the biggest themes in the first half of Mark is 
of Jesus' authority. As Jesus teaches, heals, casts out 
demons, and as he claims to forgive sins. In all these 
interactions, the question is: Where does his authority 
come from? Because Jesus seems to be claiming to 
have the authority of God himself.

Something you'll feel as you read through Mark is that a 
lot of people need a lot from Jesus. There are constant 
refrains about crowds pressing against Jesus and his 
disciples, and about Jesus withdrawing to be alone. But 
in the midst of this claustrophobic sense of need, Jesus 
keeps showing compassion to those who need him. 
Even as he is the Christ with all authority, he uses that 
authority to love and serve those who need him. 

ME

Christian Standard Bible (CSB) is used in these studies.
Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. All rights reserved.



WEEK 1

THE WAIT IS OVER!

Mark 1:1-15
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1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As 
it is written in Isaiah the prophet:

See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your 
way. 3 A voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way 
for the Lord; make his paths straight!

4 John came baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean coun-
tryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
they were baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 
6 John wore a camel-hair garment with a leather belt around his 
waist and ate locusts and wild honey.

7 He proclaimed, “One who is more powerful than I am is coming 
after me. I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his 
sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was bap-
tized in the Jordan by John. 10 As soon as he came up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descend-
ing on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are 
my beloved Son; with you I am well-pleased.”

12 Immediately the Spirit drove him into the wilderness. 13 He was 
in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with 
the wild animals, and the angels were serving him.

14 After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God: 15 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”



STUDY QUESTIONS

Jesus is arguably the most influential person who has ever 
lived. Before you start reading through Mark, discuss the 
impact (little or great) that Jesus has had on you. 

Read Mark 1:1-15.

What do you think it means for Jesus to be the Christ? 

What do you think it means for Jesus to be the Son of God? 

From verses 2-11, we hear three witnesses to who Jesus is: 



Read Psalm 2. What does the image of the “son” look like here? 

Read Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1. 

Both these prophets seem to be expecting a messenger to come 
who was somehow connected with the coming of the Lord Himself. 
What is this saying about who Jesus is? 

What is "the good news of God" in verses 14-15? 

What would it look like for you to "repent and believe the good 
news" every day? 

What part of Jesus's identity do you need to remember today? 
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W E E K  O N E  | |  1 0 - 1 6  O C T O B E R  | |  T H E  WA I T  I S  O V E R !



WEEK 2

MAN ON A MISSION

Mark 1:16-2:12
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1:39 He went into all of Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving 
out demons. 40 Then a man with leprosy came to him and, on his knees, 
begged him, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” 41 Moved with 
compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched him. “I am willing,” 
he told him. “Be made clean.” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him, and 
he was made clean. 43 Then he sternly warned him and sent him away 
at once, 44 telling him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; but go and 
show yourself to the priest, and offer what Moses commanded for your 
cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 45 Yet he went out and began to pro-
claim it widely and to spread the news, with the result that Jesus could no 
longer enter a town openly. But he was out in deserted places, and they 
came to him from everywhere. 

2:1 When he entered Capernaum again after some days, it was reported 
that he was at home. 2 So many people gathered together that there was 
no more room, not even in the doorway, and he was speaking the word to 
them. 3 They came to him bringing a paralytic, carried by four of them. 4 
Since they were not able to bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they 
removed the roof above him, and after digging through it, they lowered 
the mat on which the paralytic was lying. 5 Seeing their faith, Jesus told 
the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

6 But some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts: 7 
“Why does he speak like this? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but 
God alone?”

8 Right away Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were thinking like this 
within themselves and said to them, “Why are you thinking these things in 
your hearts? 9 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiv-
en,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat, and walk’? 10 But so that you may 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he told 
the paralytic— 11 “I tell you: get up, take your mat, and go home.”

12 Immediately he got up, took the mat, and went out in front of every-
one. As a result, they were all astounded and gave glory to God, saying, 
“We have never seen anything like this!”



STUDY QUESTIONS

Read Mark 1:16-20.

What does Jesus call his first disciples to do?

What strikes you about their response?

Read Mark 1:21-28.
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Read Mark 1:29-45.

How do we see Jesus’ compassion here for people in need?

What does Jesus seem to think is their greatest need?

Read Mark 2:1-12.

What do people want from Jesus here?

Imagine you were the paralysed man. How would you feel when 
Jesus said, “Son, your sins are forgiven”?

Do the scribes have a point in v6-7?

What do you want most from Jesus? Do you feel like forgiveness of 
sins is your greatest need?

If Jesus really is the God who can alone can forgive sins, who could 
you share that with?

W E E K  T W O  | |  1 7 - 2 3  O C T O B E R  | |  M A N  O N  A  M I S S I O N 



WEEK 3

A NEW FAMILY

Mark 2:13-3:35
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3:20 Jesus entered a house, and the crowd gathered again so 
that they were not even able to eat. 21 When his family heard 
this, they set out to restrain him, because they said, “He’s out 
of his mind.”22 The scribes who had come down from Jerusa-
lem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and, “He drives out 
demons by the ruler of the demons.”

23 So he summoned them and spoke to them in parables: 
“How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divid-
ed against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan op-
poses himself and is divided, he cannot stand but is finished. 
27 But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his 
possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can 
plunder his house.

28 “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for all sins and 
whatever blasphemies they utter. 29 But whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of 
an eternal sin”— 30 because they were saying, “He has an un-
clean spirit.”

31 His mother and his brothers came, and standing outside, 
they sent word to him and called him. 32 A crowd was sitting 
around him and told him, “Look, your mother, your brothers, 
and your sisters are outside asking for you.”

33 He replied to them, “Who are my mother and my broth-
ers?” 34 Looking at those sitting in a circle around him, he 
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does 
the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”



STUDY QUESTIONS

Read Mark 3:1-35.

What are some of the different ways people respond to Jesus 
in 3:7-25?

What do you think some of their motives might have been?

If a Christian friend was to say that they are concerned that 
they have broken the unforgivable sin (3:29), how would you 
respond?

How might 1:10-11 help us understand what Jesus is talking 
about there? 
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What kind of authority is Jesus speaking about having in 3:27? 

How does Jesus transform the way we think of family in this 
passage? 

What do you think it means to "do the will of God" (v. 35)?

How have you experienced Jesus welcoming you into relationship 
(and into a new family)?

What's one way that you can be making Village a place that feels like 
family for someone this week? 

W E E K  T H R E E  | |  2 4 - 3 0  O C T O B E R  | |  A  N E W  FA M I LY



WEEK 4

THE HIDDEN KINGDOM

Mark 4:1-34
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4:1 Again he began to teach by the sea, and a very large crowd gath-
ered around him. So he got into a boat on the sea and sat down, while 
the whole crowd was by the sea on the shore. 2 He taught them many 
things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them, 3 “Listen! Con-
sider the sower who went out to sow. 4 As he sowed, some seed fell 
along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell 
on rocky ground where it didn’t have much soil, and it grew up quickly, 
since the soil wasn’t deep. 6 When the sun came up, it was scorched, 
and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among 
thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it didn’t produce 
fruit. 8 Still other seed fell on good ground and it grew up, producing 
fruit that increased thirty, sixty, and a hundred times.” 9 Then he said, 
“Let anyone who has ears to hear listen.”

10 When he was alone, those around him with the Twelve asked him 
about the parables. 11 He answered them, “The secret of the kingdom 
of God has been given to you, but to those outside, everything comes 
in parables 12 so that: 

they may indeed look, and yet not perceive;
they may indeed listen, and yet not understand;
otherwise, they might turn back and be forgiven.”

13 Then he said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How 
then will you understand all of the parables? 14 The sower sows the 
word. 15 Some are like the word sown on the path. When they hear, im-
mediately Satan comes and takes away the word sown in them. 16 And 
others are like seed sown on rocky ground. When they hear the word, 
immediately they receive it with joy. 17 But they have no root; they are 
short-lived. When distress or persecution comes because of the word, 
they immediately fall away. 18 Others are like seed sown among thorns; 
these are the ones who hear the word, 19 but the worries of this age, 
the deceitfulness of wealth, and the desires for other things enter in 
and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 And those like seed 
sown on good ground hear the word, welcome it, and produce fruit 
thirty, sixty, and a hundred times what was sown.”



STUDY QUESTIONS

Read Mark 4:1-20.

Look at verses 3, 9, 15, 16, 18 and 20. Hearing and listening is 
a major theme in this chapter. What is it that people need to 
“hear”?

Why does Jesus tell this riddle?

As hard as it is to believe, Jesus says that he speaks in 
parables to make it harder for people to understand him. 
He speaks so that people will "see but not perceive, hear 
but not understand." Why do you think he would do that?

For each of the responses to the words of Jesus in verses 
14-20, describe in your own words what that might look like 
today:
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Do any of these categories apply to the different people we met 
in 3:7-35?

Are there any of the first three “soils” that you struggle against? 

The parables in Mark 4 are all about the hidden growth and 
power of the kingdom of God. Does it seem strange to you that 
God’s kingdom is so powerful, and yet so looks so humble? 

Do you find it hard to believe that God is at work in the world? 
Do you find it hard to believe that God is at work in you? 

Jesus doesn't just throw out a riddle for nothing. But he gives 
it to us as a challenge. Jesus starts with “Listen” (verse 3) and 
ends with “He who has ears to hear, let them hear” (verse 9). The 
parable is challenging us: are we prepared to listen to Jesus? 
Because only the people who listen to Jesus, and continue to 
listen to him, will learn from him.

How might you listen more carefully to Jesus this week? 

W E E K  FO U R  | |  3 1  O C T- 6  N O V  | |  T H E  H I D D E N  K I N G D O M



WEEK 5

FEAR AND FAITH

Mark 4:35-5:43
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5:21 When Jesus had crossed over again by boat to the other side, a large 
crowd gathered around him while he was by the sea. 22 One of the syna-
gogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his 
feet 23 and begged him earnestly, “My little daughter is dying. Come and lay 
your hands on her so that she can get well and live.” 24 So Jesus went with 
him, and a large crowd was following and pressing against him.

25 Now a woman suffering from bleeding for twelve years 26 had endured 
much under many doctors. She had spent everything she had and was not 
helped at all. On the contrary, she became worse. 27 Having heard about 
Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his clothing. 28 For 
she said, “If I just touch his clothes, I’ll be made well.” 29 Instantly her flow of 
blood ceased, and she sensed in her body that she was healed of her afflic-
tion.

30 Immediately Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned 
around in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?”31 His disciples 
said to him, “You see the crowd pressing against you, and yet you say, ‘Who 
touched me?’”

32 But he was looking around to see who had done this. 33 The woman, with 
fear and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down 
before him, and told him the whole truth. 34 “Daughter,” he said to her, 
“your faith has saved you. Go in peace and be healed from your affliction.”

35 While he was still speaking, people came from the synagogue leader’s 
house and said, “Your daughter is dead. Why bother the teacher anymore?” 
36 When Jesus overheard what was said, he told the synagogue leader, 
“Don’t be afraid. Only believe.” 37 He did not let anyone accompany him 
except Peter, James, and John, James’s brother. 38 They came to the leader’s 
house, and he saw a commotion—people weeping and wailing loudly. 39 He 
went in and said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? 
The child is not dead but asleep.” 40 They laughed at him, but he put them 
all outside. He took the child’s father, mother, and those who were with him, 
and entered the place where the child was. 41 Then he took the child by the 
hand and said to her, “Talitha koum” (which is translated, “Little girl, I say to 
you, get up”). 42 Immediately the girl got up and began to walk. (She was 
twelve years old.) At this they were utterly astounded. 43 Then he gave them 
strict orders that no one should know about this and told them to give her 
something to eat.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

More people are afraid of public speaking than of death. 
We’re afraid of all sorts of things—spiders, heights, snakes, 
clowns. We also have other fears that are much harder to deal 
with—rejection, loneliness, failure. What something that you’ve 
always been afraid of? 

The three stories that we're about to read are all about “fear”. 

Read Mark 4:35-5:20.

What are people afraid of at the start of these two stories (4:38; 
5:4)? 

What are the people afraid of at the end of each of these two 
stories (4:41; 5:15)?

What does this tell you about Jesus? 
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Read 5:21-43. 

Which people have to  wait  in this story?

If you were Jairus, how would it feel to hear of your daughter’s 
death? How would you feel about Jesus?

Do you have any expectations of Jesus that you don't feel like he's 
fulfilling? 

What does Jesus call this woman? How does this compare to her 
previous social exclusion? 

What does that say about how we should treat people who feel on 
the outside of the church? 

Jesus may be terrifying, but he is also trustworthy and 
compassionate. What needs from your life can you bring to Jesus 
now? 

W E E K  F I V E  | |  7 - 1 3  N O V E M B E R  | |  F E A R  A N D  FA I T H



WEEK 6

POWER STRUGGLE

Mark 6
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6:30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all that they 
had done and taught. 31 He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a 
remote place and rest for a while.” For many people were coming and go-
ing, and they did not even have time to eat.

32 So they went away in the boat by themselves to a remote place, 33 but 
many saw them leaving and recognized them, and they ran on foot from 
all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 When he went ashore, he saw 
a large crowd and had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then he began to teach them many things.

35 When it grew late, his disciples approached him and said, “This place is 
deserted, and it is already late. 36 Send them away so that they can go into 
the surrounding countryside and villages to buy themselves something to 
eat.”

37 “You give them something to eat,” he responded. They said to him, 
“Should we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give them 
something to eat?”38 He asked them, “How many loaves do you have? Go 
and see.”

When they found out they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he instruct-
ed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 
So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 He took the five 
loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he blessed and broke 
the loaves. He kept giving them to his disciples to set before the people. 
He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 Everyone ate and was sat-
isfied. 43 They picked up twelve baskets full of pieces of bread and fish. 44 
Now those who had eaten the loaves were five thousand men.

45 Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go ahead of 
him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 Af-
ter he said good-bye to them, he went away to the mountain to pray. 47 
Well into the night, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and he was alone 
on the land. 48 He saw them straining at the oars, because the wind was 
against them. Very early in the morning he came toward them walking on 
the sea and wanted to pass by them. 49 When they saw him walking on the 
sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried out, 50 because they all saw him 
and were terrified. Immediately he spoke with them and said, “Have cour-
age! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 51 Then he got into the boat with them, and 
the wind ceased. They were completely astounded, 52 because they had 
not understood about the loaves. Instead, their hearts were hardened.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

Read Mark 6:30-34.

What emotions do you think prompted Jesus and his disciples to 
act in verses 30-32? 

In spite of this, what causes Jesus to draw near to the crowd 
anyway (verse 34)? 

Read Psalm 23 & Ezekiel 34. Whose part is Jesus playing from 
these stories?

“We cannot present a reason for Christ to finally close 
off his heart to his own sheep. No such reason exists. 
Every human friend has a limit. If we offend enough, if a 
relationship gets damaged enough, if we betray enough 
times, we are cast out. The walls go up. With Christ, our 
sins and weaknesses are the very resumé items that qualify 
us to approach him.” Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly. 

Do you relate to Jesus like a compassionate shepherd? 
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Read Mark 6:35-56.

What does the miracle with the fish and bread tell us about Jesus? 

What does it mean that they "had not understood about the loaves" 
(v. 52)?

Look at Mark 6:50. When his followers are terrified by (another) 
terrible storm at sea (and by the sight of Jesus walking on water), 
what does Jesus command them?

How do these words speak into your life right now? 

During which seasons of life does Jesus' greatness seem the most 
clear to you? 

W E E K  S I X  | |  1 4 - 2 0  N O V E M B E R  | |  P OW E R  S T R U G G L E



WEEK 7

A PURE HEART

Mark 7
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7:1 The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around him. 2 They observed that some of his disciples were eat-
ing bread with unclean—that is, unwashed—hands. 3 (For the Pharisees and 
all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, 
keeping the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the market-
place, they do not eat unless they have washed. And there are many other 
customs they have received and keep, like the washing of cups, pitchers, 
kettles, and dining couches.) 5 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 
“Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders, in-
stead of eating bread with ceremonially unclean hands?”

6 He answered them, “Isaiah prophesied correctly about you hypocrites, as 
it is written: This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
me. 7 They worship me in vain, teaching as doctrines human commands. 8 
Abandoning the command of God, you hold on to human tradition.” 

9 He also said to them, “You have a fine way of invalidating God’s command 
in order to set up your tradition! 10 For Moses said: Honor your father and 
your mother; and Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must be put to 
death. 11 But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or mother: Whatever benefit 
you might have received from me is corban’” (that is, an offering devoted to 
God), 12 “you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. 13 You 
nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And 
you do many other similar things.”

14 Summoning the crowd again, he told them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand: 15 Nothing that goes into a person from outside can defile him 
but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.”

17 When he went into the house away from the crowd, his disciples asked 
him about the parable. 18 He said to them, “Are you also as lacking in un-
derstanding? Don’t you realize that nothing going into a person from the 
outside can defile him? 19 For it doesn’t go into his heart but into the stom-
ach and is eliminated” (thus he declared all foods clean). 20 And he said, 
“What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21 For from within, out of 
people’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immoralities, thefts, murders, 22 
adulteries, greed, evil actions, deceit, self-indulgence, envy, slander, pride, 
and foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within and defile a per-
son.”
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STUDY QUESTIONS

What do you think of when you hear the phrase “good 
Christian”?

Read Mark 7:1-23. 

In verse 5, the Pharisees challenge Jesus and his followers on 
two grounds: 
1) ignoring Israel’s traditional rituals and 
2) eating with unclean hands.

Read verses 6-13. How does Jesus answer their first charge?

Read verses 14-23. How does Jesus answer their second 
charge?

Jesus’ assessment of the human heart sounds harsh. Do you 
agree with it? 

If "nothing going into a person from the outside can defile 
them... [but] what comes out of a person defiles him," what do 
you think the purpose of the purity laws of the Old Testament 
was? 

Are there any rituals that you do to try to purify yourself from 
any of the list in verses 21-22? 
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Read Mark 7:24-30. 

Jesus has gone from correcting the views of the Jewish insiders to 
helping two outsiders--a Gentile woman and her daughter.  

How do you understand the metaphor of verses 27-29? 

What did the Gentile woman do that the Pharisees didn't? How can 
you be seeking to do the same? 

W E E K  S E V E N  | |  2 1 - 2 7  N O V E M B E R  | |  A  P U R E  H E A R T



WEEK 8

WHO DO YOU SAY 
THAT I AM?

Mark 8:1-30



page 33

8:11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, demanding 
of him a sign from heaven to test him. 12 Sighing deeply in his spirit, 
he said, “Why does this generation demand a sign? Truly I tell you, no 
sign will be given to this generation.” 13 Then he left them, got back 
into the boat, and went to the other side.

14 The disciples had forgotten to take bread and had only one loaf 
with them in the boat. 15 Then he gave them strict orders: “Watch 
out! Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” 
16 They were discussing among themselves that they did not have 
any bread. 17 Aware of this, he said to them, “Why are you discussing 
the fact you have no bread? Don’t you understand or comprehend? 
Do you have hardened hearts? 18 Do you have eyes and not see; do 
you have ears and not hear? And do you not remember? 19 When I 
broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of 
leftovers did you collect?”

“Twelve,” they told him. 20 “When I broke the seven loaves for the 
four thousand, how many baskets full of pieces did you collect?” 
“Seven,” they said. 21 And he said to them, “Don’t you understand 
yet?”

22 They came to Bethsaida. They brought a blind man to him and 
begged him to touch him. 23 He took the blind man by the hand 
and brought him out of the village. Spitting on his eyes and laying his 
hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” 24 He looked 
up and said, “I see people—they look like trees walking.” 25 Again 
Jesus placed his hands on the man’s eyes. The man looked intently 
and his sight was restored and he saw everything clearly. 26 Then he 
sent him home, saying, “Don’t even go into the village.”

27 Jesus went out with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philip-
pi. And on the road he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
I am?” 28 They answered him, “John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still 
others, one of the prophets.” 29 “But you,” he asked them, “who do 
you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30 
And he strictly warned them to tell no one about him.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

Read Mark 8:11-30.

The start of Mark 8 is like deja vu. Jesus again feeds thousands 
of people from a few loaves of bread and a few fish. But it's not 
just the miracle that's familiar. 

What does verse 11 tell you about the Pharisee's hearts, given 
what has just happened, again? 

From verses 14-21, what does Jesus want the disciples to 
understand? 

In verse 18, Jesus asks the disciples if they are blind. What 
does he want them to see? 

The story straight after the boat is Jesus healing a blind man. 
Why do you think this story happens straight after Jesus asks 
the disciples if they're blind? 
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Up to now we’ve seen Jesus do some amazing things— calming 
storms, casting out demons, even raising a girl from the dead. The 
natural question to ask is “Who is Jesus?”. In 8:27, Jesus asks Peter 
for his answer.

What do Jesus’ contemporaries think of Jesus? What does Peter 
finally acknowledge (v. 27-29)?

Peter says "You are the Messiah", but he doesn't yet understand 
that he's come as a suffering Messiah. How might the two-staged 
healing of the blind man (Mark 8:22-26) be a good image for Peter's 
partial understanding? 

What does life look like when you see who Jesus is clearly?
 

What does life look like when you struggle to see who Jesus is?

After having spend the last 8 weeks studying Mark's Gospel, who do 
you say that Jesus is?

What are the rhythms in your life that will keep pointing you back to 
the truth of who Jesus is?

W E E K  E I G H T  | |  2 8  N O V- 4  D E C  | |  W H O  D O  Y O U  S AY  T H AT  I  A M ?
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